
HOA Stormwater Pond Maintenance
Common Problems Affecting Pond Function

Inspect your stormwater pond monthly to ensure that the pond is in good condition and functioning properly. 
Below are common issues you should look for when inspecting a stormwater pond.        

Shoreline Erosion

Blocked inlet and outlet structures

Stable shoreline

Trash and debris

Mild

Sediment or vegetation

Severe

Collapsed or damaged structures

What it looks like: An eroding shoreline will have signs of an unstable bank, such as collapsing and loose soil 
around the shoreline.

What it looks like: Signs of blocked inlets and outlets can be the accumulation of sediment and debris as well as 
vegetation growing around the inlet and outlet structures.

Why it’s an issue: Blocked inlet and outlet structures can cause disturbances in the flow of water coming through 
the structures. The blockage can affect stormwater pond water levels and possibly lead to local flooding. 

What you can do: Buffers of deep-rooted native vegetation can protect against shoreline erosion. Visit the 
websites on the back of this sheet for more information on planting native buffers.

What you can do: Remove debris and sediment from inlet and outlet sources as well as trim or remove vegetation 
around the structures. If inlet and outlet structures are collapsed or falling in the pond, engineer services will be 
required. 

Why it’s an issue: Shoreline erosion results in murky-muddy looking water. Erosion also fills in detention basins 
with sediment and reduces stormwater storage capacity. Shallow water and excess nutrients, in the soil and 
from runoff, can lead to unattractive algae blooms.



Invasive species

Learn more

Phragmites Cattails

Improve stormwater ponds with native buffers

Reed canary grass

What it looks like: Invasive species found commonly around detention basins include, but are not limited to, 
giant reed/phragmites, cattails, and reed canary grass.

What it looks like: Stormwater ponds with native buffers will have stable shorelines and emergent plants at the 
waters edge. The native plants do not need fertilizers and once established require a different, but less intensive 
management.

To learn more about shoreline erosion, issues with inlet and outlet structures, invasive species, and 
native buffers, visit: 

www.theconservationfoundation.org

Why it’s an issue: These invasive species in particular have very aggressive growth habits and accumulate 
sediment, filling in ponds and reducing stormwater storage capacity. They will take over any other vegetation 
growing around the pond and block views of the water.

Why it’s beneficial: Native buffers reduce erosion, filter contaminants from runoff, require less intensive 
maintenance, discourage Canada goose, and can create an aesthetic amenity for the community.

What you can do: Removal of invasive species and weeds should be carried out to prevent invasive species from 
filling in the pond and overtaking beneficial native plants around the detention basin. Assistance from a qualified 
contractor may be needed. Visit the websites below for more information on managing invasive species.

What you can do: Some tips to keep your stormwater pond healthy include adding a native buffer, reducing 
pesticides and herbicides, and educating residents on how they can do their part to keep their stormwater pond 
functional and beautiful. Visit the websites below for more information on maintaining your detention basin.
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