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Tree Descriptions 

Glen Ellyn Native Tree and Shrub Sale 

Pick-up Saturday, September 25th, 9:00-11:00 am 
Sunset Park & Pool, 483 Fairview Ave., Glen Ellyn 

 

Allegheny Serviceberry (Amelanchier 

laevis) 

15-25 ft. h. 15-25 ft. w 

This tree blooms between May and June 

with white fuzzy looking flowers.  It prefers 

full-sun to light shade and likes well-

drained sites. In the fall, the  leaves turn 

yellow. The berries on the tree attract a 

variety of birds. 

Pagoda Dogwood (Cornus alternifolia)  

15 ft. h  10-15 ft. w 

The Pagoda likes a few hours of sun in the 

morning, with protection from the western 

sun exposure and moist soil.  The tree has 

horizontal branching and white flowers in 

the spring.  In the fall, the Pagoda has blue-

black fruit and the leaves have a maroon-

red color.  This is a good understory tree. 

Online orders only August 15— September 15 , 2021 5:00 PM 

To order go online to:  theconservationfoundation.org      

https://www.theconservationfoundation.org/
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Tree Descriptions (cont’d) 

American Plum (Prunus americana) 

15-20 ft. h 10-15 ft. w 

American plum is a fast growing tree that 

will sucker freely to form a thicket.  To 

avoid suckering, the suckers should be 

pruned.  The showy white flowers that  

blossom in April-May form into a red, 

edible plum that  makes excellent pre-

serves. Branches and twigs are an attrac-

tive dark reddish-brown and sometimes 

have thorn-tipped shoots.   

. 

Black Cherry (Prunus serotina) 

50-60 ft. h 30-40 ft. w 

Black Cherry is one of the few large 

trees that has highly visible white flow-

ers in the spring. It is a very fast grow-

ing tree at 30-36 inches per year. It 

produces an abundance of fruit which 

birds relish. Black Cherry should not be 

planted over a patio or sidewalk due to 

messy fruit. This tree can be easily 

identified by its bark, which resembles 

potato chips! Requires full sun and 

good garden soil  

White Oak (Quercus alba)  

50-80 ft. h 50-80 ft. w 

White Oak is mildly tolerant of shade and 

it grows in sand and clay, but not wet 

sites.  This is a slower growing oak and it 

is the only member of the white oak 

group whose leaves turn russet in the 

fall.   
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Tree Descriptions (cont’d) 

Chinquapin Oak (Quercus muehlenbergii)  

50-80 ft. h 50-60 ft. w 

Chinquapin has done well as a street tree 

because of its tolerance of high pH soils 

and drought resistance.  It is considered a 

shade tree and ornamental tree. The 

acorns are not messy on this tree and are 

highly sought after by wildlife. Fall color 

varies from orangish-brown to brown. Its 

growth rate is slow to medium. 

Swamp White Oak (Quercus bicolor) 

50-80 ft. h     50-80 ft. w 

Swamp White Oak is a good all around 

deciduous tree that tolerates wet soil and 

dry conditions.  The top of the leaves are a 

shiny green while the underside is a sil-

very, white.  In the fall, the turn yellow to 

brown.  This oak prefers full sun.   

Red Oak (Quercus rubra) 

50-80 ft. h   40-80 ft. w 

This is one of the most shade tolerant oaks.  It 

just needs a few hours of sun a day.  The fall 

color is an outstanding red and it is said to be 

one of the fastest growing oaks. 
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New Jersey Tea (Ceanothus americanus)  

2 ft. h 2 ft. w 

One of the few true prairie shrubs left in 

Illinois. This low growing shrub has white 

flowers from June to early August.  The 

dried leaves make an excellent tea that 

was popular during the Revolutionary 

War.  It prefers full sun.  It tolerates 

drought conditions and grows in dry/

moist soil.   

Shrub Descriptions 

Buttonbush (Cephalanthus occidentalis) 

8-12 ft. h      8-12 ft. w 

The Buttonbush is a shrub that grew in 

marshes and floodplains so  it can tolerate 

wet soil conditions.  It’s leaves are a glossy 

green, but they are not very showy in the 

fall.  In late July and early August it pro-

duces a white pincushion-like flower that 

attract hummingbirds, butterflies, and 

other insect pollinators. The flower heads 

mature into hard spherical ball-like fruits 

consisting of multiple tiny two-seeded 

nutlets. 

Red Twig Dogwood (Cornus sericea) 

6-8 ft. h      6-8 ft. w 

The dogwood produces white flowers 

during the end of May and first part of 

June and prefers full sun.  The fall color 

are maroon leaves, but the real color is 

in  the red stems.  This shrub likes wet to 

moist soils and it would do well in low 

lying areas. 
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Shrub Descriptions (Cont’d) 

Smooth Hydrangea (Hydrangea arboescens)  

3-5 ft. h 3-5 ft. w 

This is one of the best shade tolerant plants.  

In June and July, the white corymbs blooms 

covers the shrub.  Typically this plant is found 

in open woods, shaded wetlands and along 

woodland streams. 

*Found in southern Illinois zone, successfully 

grown in our region 

Oak-leaf Hydrangea (Hydrangea quercifolia) 

6 ft. h     4 ft. w 

This broad-rounded, suckering, mutt-stem 

deciduous shrub likes full sun to part-shade.  

It produces beautiful, pyramidal, panicles of 

white flowers in late June and July.  It prefers 

moist soil and it should be in a sheltered area 

buffered from winter winds.  In the fall, the 

oak-like leaves turn red-orange.  The exfoli-

ating bark on the older branches provides 

winter interest. 

Wahoo (Euonymus atropurpureus) 

 ft. 8-12h 8-10 ft. w 

Wahoo grows well in full sun, better in light 

shade and it needs protection from the wind.  

This shrub has spectacular, red fall color. It 

seems to adapt to heavy clay soils. 
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Shrub Descriptions (cont’d) 

Nannyberry (Viburnum lentago) 

15 ft. h 8-12 ft. w 

Nannyberry is a large, vase-shaped shrub 

that has beautiful, white flowers in May.  

The shrub develops fruit in the fall that birds 

love.  Fall color is a fabulous maroon-red.  

Highly adaptable to all soil types, but not as 

shade tolerant as other viburnums. 

Wild Black Currant (Ribes americanum) 

3 ft. h     3 ft. w 

If you are looking for a shrub that grows to 3 

feet and does well in dry shade, this one 

works.  The fruit that ripens in July is edible.  

In the fall, their leaves turn a very nice red 

and orange, but put plants in full sun the fall 

color turns into a deeper purple color that 

looks almost black. 


