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We need nature

now more
than ever!
Please give today to continue
strengthening The Conservation
Foundation and help us carry our
mission forward.

Visit

theconservationfoundation.org/donate

Today!

Nature on the Farm Summer Campers with their harvest of organic vegetables from the
children’s garden at McDonald Farm in Naperville.

We save land. We save rivers.
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From the President/CEO

Silver Linings
There’s no way around it – on a national and worldwide
level, this Spring has been extraordinarily challenging
and stress-filled.
But two things I’ve come to understand more deeply during all of this
unrest are the importance of community, and the healing power of
nature. People are looking after each other, reaching out to say hello
and offering assistance to those in need. I have also noticed, as I am
sure you have, more people are getting outside and enjoying nature
with their families. People have always done this, of course, but have
you noticed it more lately?
Perhaps there are “silver linings” in this. Here are a few recent
observations:
• There are more people walking in my neighborhood and stopping to
talk to their neighbors more (at a distance, of course). As I sit at my
dining room table and do my work, I have noticed so much more
of this than in the past. People feel the need to get outside and
exercise, and the conversations are just more meaningful now. We
all check on each other more often.
• The forest preserves and their trails are being used more than in the
past. It’s a great time to get into the natural world as the birds and

pollinators are busy as ever, and the prairie wildflowers are reaching
their peak! But OMG, where did all these people come from?
They know it’s good for their mind, body and soul to get away
from this stress and use the natural world as a way to cope with
the uncertainty of tomorrow. Nature gives us some normalcy and
predictability. We can all use that right now.
• My favorite one is from a month or so ago. My wife and I were
hiking a woodland trail at a local forest preserve in Kendall County.
As we were coming down the hill, there was this beautiful little
creek with two kids splashing in it and giggling, and just having
fun. We both smiled and commented on how cool that was. Then
we saw the young mom. She was sitting on a boulder next to the
stream watching her kids and just smiling. She also had this look
on her face that both my wife and I noticed. It was one of total
happiness and relaxation, almost relief. Her kids were safe. They
were having fun, and so was she.
Whether it’s your family, your business, or a group of folks out
enjoying a walk in a forest preserve, these are examples of
communities - people united around something in common. We need
to look after each other, help each other and care for each other. It’s
what makes us human. Sometimes when bad things happen, it serves
as a “kick in the pants” to remind us of what’s important.
By: Brook McDonald
President/CEO

Rebuilding An Ecosystem:
Why Dam Removal Is The Best Option at Fullersburg Woods
The DuPage River Salt Creek Workgroup (DRSCW), which is staffed
by The Conservation Foundation, is working to implement a plan
to improve water quality, recreation and education on Salt Creek
at Fullersburg Woods in Oak Brook, while preserving the site’s
history. This plan will be presented to the Forest Preserve District
of DuPage County Commission this fall.
Central to the plan is the removal of the dam at Fullersburg Woods
to allow the reestablishment of a free flowing river through the
preserve. The project will:
• Allow 16 species of native fish access to 17 miles of upstream
waterway for the first time in 90 years.
• Increase aquatic insect biodiversity upstream of the former dam
• Save taxpayers money through cost-effective solutions that
improve water quality: Removal of the dam will allow upstream
communities to forgo hugely expensive upgrades at their
wastewater treatment plants. Analysis shows that improvements
to water quality due to dam removal are more effective and
cheaper than plant upgrades, to the tune of more than $200
million in savings!
• Establish an ecological foundation for reaching the long-term
permit goals for all water discharge permit holders in the Salt
Creek basin thereby reducing costs for ratepayers and residents.

Rendering of the historic Graue Mill and Salt Creek after the dam
removal and restoration
• Establish a separate source of water for the historic
Graue Mill raceway.
Once the Commission has reviewed the plan they will decide
on whether to authorize the DRSCW to proceed with drawing
up detailed engineering plans for the execution of the project.
The project is expected to cost approximately $5 million and is
already fully funded as opposed to approximately $200 million for
wastewater treatment plant modifications if the dam is retained.
For more information, or to comment on the project, please visit
http://restoresaltcreek.org/

www.theconservationfoundation.org
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Land Protection

Persistence Preserves
A trio of exciting land protection projects have come to fruition in the first half of this year, preserving
330 acres across Kane, Kendall and LaSalle Counties.
Trading 22 Years For Forever
After 22 years, and two near misses, we finally
were able to place a conservation easement
on nearly 180 acres of THE most pristine and
beautiful property along the Lower Fox River.
We’re talking rare plant species, brought here
by glaciers, that one would expect to see in
the Northwoods of Wisconsin or Minnesota,
unique geology, and the gorgeous sandstone
bluffs you marvel at as you float down the
Lower Fox River near Wedron. The Fox River
takes an east-west turn along this property, and
its north-facing slopes are what have enabled
these species to survive here all these eons. The
ecological quality of this place is so high that it
is being considered for designation as an Illinois
Nature Preserve.
Understandably, if you are the family who
owns such a natural wonderland, you want
to make sure you make the best decisions for
both your family and your family land, and that
takes time. In this case, thanks to many many
conversations over many many years, as well as
patience and a willingness to find the balance
between doing right by the family and doing
right by the land, forever has been achieved!
Our thanks to the Grand Victoria Foundation,
the Hamill Family Foundation, and of course
the support of our members and donors for
enabling our patient but relentless pursuit of
this natural treasure.
The easement will protect this land in
perpetuity, preserving its scenic and ecological
value for generations to come.
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Land Protection

“This property is very
special to us. So many
of our family’s memories
were made on this
property, as well as
countless hours invested
in trying to be good
stewards of this land.
After seeing how The
Conservation Foundation
undertook the acquisition
and stewardship of the
Dayton Bluffs Preserve,
we had total confidence
they would be the
most qualified local
organization to take title
to the property and carry
out our wishes.”
Kendall County Property Donor

Conservation Angels of Kane and
Kendall County
Kane County: Betsy Bramsen – yes, the
same Betsy Bramsen that provided the
$75,000 matching grant for our New Member
Challenge last year, and the same Betsy
Bramsen that put a conservation easement in
place on land in Wayne a few years ago and
then donated it to the Village of Wayne – is
back at it again!
Betsy has purchased a 17-acre property in
the Village of Wayne in Kane County and has
entrusted The Conservation Foundation as
the holder of a conservation easement on the
property which preserves it as open space in
perpetuity. The land is adjacent to a 3-acre
property on the corner of Army Trail Road
and Dunham Road, called “Misty’s Meadow”,
which is owned by the Village of Wayne and
has been restored to native vegetation. This

property is also near another property Betsy has
preserved with a conservation easement, and
together with the Dunham Woods Riding Club,
these parcels make up a significant corridor
of protected wild lands along Norton Creek.
Betsy’s hope is to donate this property within
the next year to either the Village of Wayne
or the Wayne Area Conservancy Foundation.
The conservation easement will remain in place
on the property regardless of its future owner,
ensuring it is always open space.
Kendall County: Kendall County’s wild places
also have a couple of conservation angels
looking out for them, though they have asked
to remain anonymous. These angels have
previously saved hundreds of acres of open
space through conservation easements and
donations to public agencies and conservation
organizations, and they have now donated
132 of their original farm’s 187 acres to
The Conservation Foundation. The donors’

longterm vision for the donated property has
always been that it never be developed, and
that it eventually become part of the Kendall
County Forest Preserve system. We will hold
and manage the land, which already has a
conservation easement in place, until the Forest
Preserve District is ready to take ownership, at
which time we will donate it to them. Since the
property has Millbrook Road frontage, it will
also provide public access to the Hollenback
Sugarbush Preserve, which currently has no
public access, effectively making two forest
preserves available to the public at once!
The Conservation Foundation is in the
forever business. Sometimes it takes a
long time to preserve land.
Your ongoing support helps makes these
miracles happen, and we’d like to thank
you!
By: Jill Johnson
Communications Manager

www.theconservationfoundation.org
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Environmental Education

Nature: A Safe Place for Education
Adapt. Pivot. Reimagine.
These are all words that have come to define
2020, and our Environmental Education staff
have performed a “Great Adaptation” with
astonishing deftness.
Before COVID-19 hit, expansion might have
been the word of the year for Youth Education
at The Conservation Foundation! Our Mighty
Acorns® program expanded to reach more
than 1,200 students in 47 different classes in
DuPage, Kane and Kendall Counties, including
a new partnership with the Forest Preserve
District of Kane County and the John Dunham
STEM school, and enhanced activity in Elmhurst
thanks to the support of ComEd. Mighty
Acorns® is unique in that it provides students
with experiential opportunities to participate in
natural areas stewardship, and we get to see
them multiple times each year. These long term
relationships also allow the kids to get a real
connection to nature and feel empowered that
their efforts can make a difference. That sense
of empowerment has come to mean more now
than ever before!
School programs at McDonald Farm also
expanded to include STEM (Science, Technology,

Engineering, & Math), STEAM (STEM with an
Art or Agriculture focus), as well as Ecological
and NatureRx-related programming. And our
Children’s Garden at McDonald Farm also grew!
Last year, staff and volunteers had added a
“Children’s Sensory Garden” showcasing the
variety of colors, textures, and smells native
plants offer. This spring, we expanded this
garden to add “Lenore’s Backyard Garden,”
a space with raised planting beds, a fruit
tree guild, perennial flower beds, and even a
digging station to showcase all that is possible
in a backyard garden. Lenore McDonald, who
donated McDonald Farm to The Conservation
Foundation, did not have children of her own
but loved nothing more than to have little ones
running around her farm. We are honored
to have her as the namesake of this new
exploration and learning space!
And then along came COVID. Not being able to
offer Environmental Education in person starting
in March forced us to get a little more creative.
With their little worlds crumbling around them,
we felt it was incredibly important to still serve
the youth of our communities and connect
them to one constant in all of the changes they
were experiencing – nature! If we couldn’t

connect them to the larger world physically,
we would do it virtually. So our educators hit
the local trails with video cameras in hand,
developing a series of virtual nature hikes and
ecological lessons that were shared with our
local schools. They are all available on our
YouTube channel as well, for use by families,
homeschool groups, anyone at all! Give yourself
a little brain break sometime and check them
out!
COVID has also changed plans for Summer
Camps. Farm Camp at the Dickson-Murst Farm
unfortunately had to be cancelled, and in place
of Nature on the Farm camps in Naperville
we offered weekly Family Adventures with
masks and proper social distancing required.
July Nature on the Farm Camps were able to
be held with some modifications for safety.
The resilience of young people is energizing to
us all and we are grateful to be able to offer
opportunities to safely enjoy the world beyond
their homes!
By: Jill Johnson
Communications Manager

One of the highlights of our Youth Education Programs this year has been turning “I’ve nevers” into “I haves”.
Many of the schools and communities we serve are underresourced and sometimes our students have not had
access to opportunities and simple pleasures many of us take for granted. We were able to connect with kids this
year who had never roasted marshmallows or enjoyed a s’more, never planted a plant, never walked in the
woods, never released a Monarch butterfly toward its journey to Mexico. And now, thanks to the ingenuity of
our educators and the support of our members and donors, they have.
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Healthy Communities

Growing Health, Growing Hope
It’s the height of our Green Earth Harvest
growing season. The tiny seeds that were sown
in tiny tray squares this spring are bearing fruit,
or soon will be. And more than 500 families are
being nourished by them!
In the past couple of years, many farms engaged
in Community Supported Agriculture, including
ours, had been seeing a decrease in farm share
sales, presumably because it has become much
easier to find organic food at regular grocery
stores throughout our region. But let’s all
remember a few months back, when a scrap
of toilet paper felt like a gold nugget, and store
shelves were all but empty. The COVID-19
pandemic showed us all how quickly the
conveniences we all enjoy can be taken from us,
and put a new focus on the value of local food
sources. And really, in a time where it doesn’t feel
safe to hug anyone who isn’t immediate family,
how many people do you want touching your
food before it gets to you?

“A farm is a particularly hopeful enterprise,” said
our Farm Manager Jason Halm. “Here at Green
Earth Harvest, that ability to look into the future
and predict a better tomorrow, one that relies
more on local farms and more on conservation of
our local culture and local lands and rivers really
carries us forward. I think this farm in particular
is in a unique place to offer our community a ray
of hope.”
Green Earth Harvest farm shares for the
2021 growing season are set to go on sale in
December. And if this year is any indication, you
should order early to ensure your share of our
harvest of healthy food, and hope.
By: Jill Johnson
Communications Manager

For the first time ever, all three of our Green
Earth Harvest farm share seasons are completely
sold out! Our shareholders come every week
to pick up healthy organic vegetables that have
been harvested and handled with the utmost
attention and concern for safety. One of the best
ways to fight off illness is keeping our bodies
healthy, and one of the best ways to do that is
by fueling them with healthful foods, and Green
Earth Harvest shareholders can feel confident
they are giving their families the best chance at
health by providing them with the best in local
nutrition.
We have to give a huge pat on the back to
our Green Earth Harvest Farm Crew, essential
workers in the truest sense! While most of us
were quarantined at home, maybe doing puzzles
or baking or trying to find a quiet corner of the
house where kids and/or pets wouldn’t disturb
our Zoom meetings, this hardy bunch were at
McDonald Farm every day, tending the fields
and crops in every kind of weather, knowing
their work each day was ensuring a happier and
healthier future for our community.

www.theconservationfoundation.org
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Conservation In Our Community

When Conservation & Development
Work Together

A sandhill crane flies over
Atwater’s natural areas

Atwater residents watched this Great
Horned Owl’s owlets grow and fledge right
near their homes.

Our conservatory creates a
window to a world of its own, our
early morning & evening sit outs do
haul us to its serenity!

All Atwater photos by resident Vikas Bansal

Four years ago, after Pulte Homes proposed plans to
redevelop the former site of Country Lakes Golf Club on
the northwest side Naperville, the City of Naperville, The
Conservation Foundation, and Pulte Homes worked
together to permanently preserve 90 acres of natural
areas on the site through a conservation easement and
plan for 3.8 miles of trails through the community and
open space areas.
As part of our Natural Areas Assurance Program, The
Conservation Foundation has been involved in the
ecological management of the natural areas within
Atwater from the beginning. It has been very exciting to
see a true community of nature and human life spring
up from what had been a sterile golf
course property.
Many thanks to some Atwater
residents who recently shared how our
work on natural areas preservation and
restoration at Atwater has enhanced
their lives there, and to gifted
photographer and resident Vikas
Bansal for sharing some pictures he
has captured there as well.
By: Jill Johnson
Communications Manager
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- Rahul Viswanath, Atwater resident

“Every morning when I wake up, the first thing I want to do is look
out of my windows with an anticipation that has developed over the
months that I have lived in the community. Every time I look out the
window, I catch something interesting … from spectacular sunrises
and moon rises to exotic birds and animals to just marveling at how
the scene changes with the weather and seasons. The trails along the
natural areas, the lake and various water management ponds are a
blessing and one of the best things about living in this community.”
- Vikas Bansal, Atwater resident

This doe and her fawn were frequently seen by
Atwater trail walkers.

www.theconservationfoundation.org

“The landscape is always changing, always
interesting and the naturalized habitat
supports new life. During the Stay at
Home order for COVID-19, walking the
paths each day was my therapy –
immersing myself in nature provided
peace and lifted my spirits. I do not know
what I would have done without this
option just a few steps outside my door.”
- Lisa Hjorth, Atwater resident

Conservation In Our Community

Your View from Home
The phrase “my view from home” took on a whole new
meaning during our stay-at-home order this Spring! I
have never been more grateful for my Conservation@
Home certified yard and all of the interesting birds and
wildlife it brings close to my home. Working from home,
unable to gather with family and friends, with no school
or sporting events or practices to get my kids to, what
was going on on the other side of our four walls and
windows became my family’s entertainment each day,
the perfect brain break from e-learning for our girls, and
a way for all four of us to get out and get some exercise
together as we weeded, mulched and planted. Even just
having the windows open and being able to hear the
birds, frogs and other nature sounds while I sat inside
and worked improved my focus and lessened my
tension.
If you’d like to improve YOUR view from home, we can
help! Our staff members are out visiting and certifying
yards through our Conservation@Home program every
day, following social distancing guidelines, and we have
a host of helpful resources available on our website.
Whether you need some guidance on what natives to
plant where, or have used your extra time at home to
improve your yard and are ready to get certified, we’d
love to be in touch! Call Jim Kleinwachter at 640-4284500, Ext. 115 or email jkleinwachter@
theconservationfoundation.org today!

My view from home

By: Jill Johnson
Communications Manager

Dylan Connor receives Conservation@Home
certification for his family’s Wheaton rain garden,
their view from home.

www.theconservationfoundation.org
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People and Philanthropy

The Virtue

in Virtual

We know we were far from alone, but when
COVID-19 hit, we found ourselves needing
to adapt planned in-person events to a virtual
format. We had no idea what to expect, but
if loyalty is a virtue, our members and donors
put the virtue in virtual! Your support for
our Earth Day Virtual Benefit Week and our
McDonald Farm Online Plant Sale in particular
were quite humbling.
Our Earth Day Benefit Dinner, planned for
April 23rd, became the Earth Day Virtual
Benefit Week. From April 15th to April 22nd,
the 50th anniversary of Earth Day, we set
out to bring daily opportunities to reconnect
with others, encourage hope in the midst of
unsettling quarantine days, and recommit
ourselves to the restoration of our natural
world. Thanks to the loyal support of our
sponsors, Silent Auction donors, and those

who bid and donated throughout the week,
we were able to raise more than $140,000
to carry out our mission! We sincerely missed
the warm hugs and camaraderie of our
traditional in-person dinner, but are incredibly
grateful for the support we received!

A couple of weeks later, we were blown away
again by the response to our McDonald Farm
Online Plant Sale, which was transformed
to an online format at the last minute. Most
varieties of our organic vegetable seedlings
sold out within minutes, and we had to
make a run to restock our native plants in the
middle of the 36 hour sale!

But the loyalty you showed in your support
of these events gives us great hope for
the future! We feel our mission is more
meaningful now than ever, and you showed
us that you agree.
Gratitude is also a virtue, and we feel it in
abundance. THANK YOU doesn’t begin to
say it!

By: Jill Johnson
Communications Manager

More than 500
orders of organic
vegetable seedlings,
native perennials,
trees and shrubs
made their way
onto the landscape
through our
McDonald Farm
Online Plant Sale
in May!

As a nonprofit, we obviously are concerned
about what the future holds as many of our
members and donors face the considerable
financial challenges COVID-19 has caused.

Earth Day Virtual Benefit Week 2020 Sponsors
PLATINUM

Christopher B. Burke
Engineering Ltd.
CITGO
Janet & James D’Ambrosio
Integrated Graphics
Itasca Bank & Trust Co
S & E Bramsen Foundation

Gee-Schussler

Bartlett Tree Experts

Ben & Lois Heaton

Jim & Nancy Hopp

Jeff & Jennifer Duncan

Dave & Judy Hulseberg

Engineering Resource
Associates, Inc.

Kaaren Oldfield,
Broker/Realtor, Keller
Williams Premier Properties

Forest Preserve District of
DuPage County

Dave & Jeanette Press

Pizzo & Associates
V3 Companies

Steve & Liz Van Arsdell

Forest Preserve District of
Kendall County

Wheaton Bank & Trust

GOLD

Forest Preserve District of
Will County

Wight & Company

Spraying Systems Co.

Inland Real Estate Group

Fox Valley Park District

Paul & Eileen Lefort

Gary R. Weber & Associates
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Pete & Kathie Connolly

Forest Preserve District of
Kane County

Sikich
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Cantigny Park

SILVER
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Ed Vendel
Wheaton Park District
Dennis & Rosemary Wisnosky

Ice Miller LLP
Susan Jayne, Sunny Day Farm
Carole Koch
Dan & Julie Long
Brook & Adona McDonald
Tom & Marge Schneider

People and Philanthropy

Welcome New Trustees
Ellen Von Ohlen (pictured below) of Oswego’s background in health,
wellness and relationship building will serve all areas of our mission, but
we are very excited about the ways she can help develop our Nature Rx
program.
Currently teaching fitness classes at the Aurora Yoga Center and at Fox
River Yoga, a business she launched, Ellen is also an adjunct instructor at
Waubonsee Community College.
Previously Ellen served as a Recreation Therapist and on the Board of
Trustees for The Gateway Foundation, whose residents are working
toward recovery from addiction.
By: Jill Johnson
Communications Manager

Lourdes “Lulu” Blacksmith (pictured above) of Elburn is the
Managing Director of Community Engagement and Legislative Affairs at
Elgin Community College, managing the college’s legislative initiatives
and building impactful relationships with district residents, businesses
and organizations. Prior to joining Elgin Community College, Lulu served
as the Dean of Student and Community/Government Engagement at
Waubonsee Community College, and as the Director of Community
Relations and District Press Secretary for the Speaker of the U.S. House of
Representatives.
Lulu has an extensive record of community service in the Fox Valley
including founding Compañeros en Salud / Partners in Health, NFP in
1999 to provide the Hispanic community and other diverse groups with
the means to access resources and services for their health and wellbeing. In 2000, Lulu also founded Language Access to Healthcare, a free
community-based, health care interpreting service to increase access
to health care. Currently, Lulu is involved with Compañeros en Salud/
Partners in Health, NFP., the Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning
(CMAP), the Community Foundation of the Fox River Valley, and the St.
Charles Chamber of Commerce Business and Economic Revival Council.

There are not enough words in the world to properly memorialize Frank Rus and
Marvel Davis, both of whom preserved their land through The Conservation
Foundation and were loyal major donors for decades. Frank passed away this spring
and Marvel this summer, but their legacies of land will endure forever.

In Memorium

Frank Rus

Marvel Davis

www.theconservationfoundation.org
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In a normal year, our staff would have been out
giving multiple presentations every week at libraries
and garden clubs, to Homeowner’s Associations and
community groups all across the region with the
goal of empowering people to make changes in their
landscapes and lives for the health of nature, their
families and our communities. But as we all know, this
is not a normal year! Every challenge is an opportunity,
and circumstances forced us to take the leap to
providing online learning opportunities. We’ve been
doing twice-weekly webinars since April via Zoom
and their popularity and reach have been astounding!
In fact, a whole new initiative, ConservationOnline,
has been born! Every Wednesday at 1pm for the
foreseeable future, we’ll be offering a conservationrelated webinar for your learning and enjoyment. It’s
conservation education at a click!! Be sure to check
our website often to see upcoming webinars, and
browse our YouTube channel to see recordings of all
the webinars we’ve already done.

And if there’s a topic of interest to you that we haven’t covered yet, feel free to let us know
at info@theconservationfoundation.org.
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