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NATURAL RESOURCES

• 26,000 acres Total ( 12,000 under management)

• 933 native plant species 

• 292 vertebrates  

• 1,000 trees planted annually

• 1,000 pounds of native seeds collected 

• 47 miles of rivers and streams 



FORESTS



WOODLANDS



SAVANNAS



GRASSLANDS



PRAIRIES AND WETLANDS



RIVERS AND STREAMS



LAKES AND PONDS



To acquire and hold lands for the purpose of 

preserving the flora, fauna and scenic beauty for the 

education, pleasure and recreation of DuPage County 

citizens 

OUR MISSION



• Promote and support biodiversity

• Restore natural functions and processes

• Increase habitat quality

• Educate all ages

• Provide sustained quality-of-life

NATURAL RESOURCE GOALS



“…fragmented 

preserve

islands amidst an 

urbanized 

landscape.” 
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SUPPRESSION OF NATURAL FIRES
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CHANGES IN HYDROLOGY



INVASIVE SPECIES MANAGEMENT

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=3U8K26nenZzi1M&tbnid=nzXmGTkBGlNbfM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.florafinder.com/Species/Rhamnus_cathartica.php&ei=ykJ6U8KuL8OUqAbjzYHABQ&bvm=bv.67229260,d.aWw&psig=AFQjCNE7p6_OrygosbNuV4WKUlh1mljPrA&ust=1400607787791932
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=CmUUZbc9Dz2nAM&tbnid=ECu9_In7EfM03M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://davisla.wordpress.com/2011/08/19/plant-of-the-week-phragmites-australis/&ei=r0N6U57zF5aZqAbys4HACQ&bvm=bv.67229260,d.aWw&psig=AFQjCNHA8XkCeM0OgwpuSD5zR2oRtIALtA&ust=1400607978767407
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=s6pvP__qrhaMaM&tbnid=_DcCp_VTpvasNM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.agr.state.il.us/eab/news.htm&ei=DkR6U5TVII6QqAbj0YKQAQ&bvm=bv.67229260,d.aWw&psig=AFQjCNHdxHsMDovUIbHpUFTTo7a7kTX9DA&ust=1400608131439061
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=eEeCsY8OBY5xdM&tbnid=Mu9MLJc6S0yjtM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://ci.champaign.il.us/departments/public-works/residents/trees/emerald-ash-borer-alert/&ei=MkN6U6znO5CiqAblz4KgBg&bvm=bv.67229260,d.aWw&psig=AFQjCNHQ7-k3IGxx6I4_6OsATeY6o5s-Vg&ust=1400607856461190


PREDATOR – PREY IMBALANCE
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NOW WHAT?



IS THIS OUR FUTURE?





Odonates and Precipitation

Springbrook Prairie Route #1
• Monitored from 2009 to 2018

• Same monitor every year
• Trend indicates that # species observed is 

positively correlated to precipitation
• Years with low rainfall/drought = fewer 

odonate species

DRAGONFLIES



# Illinois counties with established I. scapularis population 1996: 4
# Illinois counties with established I. scapularis population 2015: 35

Source: Rebecca J. Eisen, Lars Eisen, Charles B. Beard; County-Scale Distribution of Ixodes scapularis and Ixodes pacificus (Acari: Ixodidae) in the Continental United States , Journal of Medical Entomology, Volume 53, Issue 2, 1 March 2016, 
Pages 349–386

https://www.cdc.gov/lyme/datasurveillance/index https://www.cdc.gov/lyme/datasurveillance/index

LYME DISEASE - SPREAD

https://www.cdc.gov/lyme/datasurveillance/index.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https://www.cdc.gov/lyme/stats/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/lyme/datasurveillance/index.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https://www.cdc.gov/lyme/stats/index.html


WHAT CAN WE DO ABOUT IT?



• Provide competition 

• Potentially assist in arresting or slowing the effects

• Restore balance to dynamic systems

• Promote adaptability

WHY PRESERVE BIODIVERSITY?



STRUCTURE



COMPOSITION



FUNCTION



HOW?



ECOSYSTEM RESTORATIONS



TOOLS OF
RESTORATION

• Ecological inventories 

• Wildlife management and monitoring

• Invasive species control

• Selective woody removal

• Prescribed burns

• Seeding, planting and restocking

• Creation, Re-creation, and “construction”



SPRINGBROOK PRAIRIE



SPRINGBROOK PRAIRIE
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WEST BRANCH - SUPERFUND



THE PRESERVE AT OAK
MEADOWS



SPRINGBROOK CREEK
PHASE 1 AND 2



Aquatic Species Recovery Program

Urban Stream Research Center
Forest Preserve District of DuPage County





Plain Pocketbook











Increased ground cover and native plant 

diversity

Woodridge Forest Preserve

The following season after removal work –

hundreds of oak saplings

SUCCESS STORIES



SUCCESS STORIES
CHANGE IN ABUNDANCE - POST MANAGEMENT
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SUCCESS STORIES



Before After

WHITE PRAIRIE FRINGED ORCHID
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MASTER PLAN

Forest Preserve District of DuPage County
2019 Master Plan



Input gathered from over 6,500 individuals:

• 6 Public Input Meetings

• 3 Volunteer Input Meetings

• 4 Commissioner Input Sessions

• 9 Special Interest Group Meetings

• 1 Staff Workshop

• 18 Cumulative Voting Opportunities

• 782 Random Sample Surveys Returned

• 1,982 General Population Surveys Returned

• 178 Employee Surveys Returned

• 172 Volunteer Surveys Returned

INPUT GATHERING METHODS



Top Areas of Focus: 
1. Restore Natural 

Areas
2. Maintain and 

improve existing
3. New Trail 

Connections

MASTER PLAN RESULTS



MASTER PLAN - RESTORATION

• Fullersburg - Butler Woods
• Egermann – Grove Restoration
• Maple Grove – Maple Woods
• Herrick Lake – Prairie and Savanna
• Fischer Woods – Dunklee’s Grove
• Danada – Rice Lake Prairie
• West Chicago Prairie – Prairie
• Timber Ridge – Klein Creek 
• Hickory Grove – Savanna 
• Hidden Lake – King’s Grove
• Springbrook Prairie – Prairie and Grassland



BIOPHILIA







NATUREOFTHINGSPHOTOGRAPHY.COM



Questions?




