
2012 Major EvEnts
Earth Day Benefit Dinner   April 19
Spring at the the Dickson-Murst Farm  May 6
Green Earth Fair  May 6
DuPage River Sweep May 19
Chase the Moon July 28th & 29th
Day at the Dickson-Murst Farm August 19
40th Anniversary Fox River Cruise August 25
Birthday Bash at McDonald Farm September 16
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What is the Campaign for Conservation?
The Campaign for Conservation is a “Flex Fund” which 
provides maximum flexibility so we can act quickly and react 
to changing conservation needs, while providing the power 
of leverage to make a huge impact in our communities.   
This fund will ensure the land you love will be protected,  
our rivers and streams are clean and healthy, and future 
generations are instilled with a sense of appreciation and 
respect for nature.

Recycle Your Donation
At the request of public open space agencies, such as forest 
preserve and park districts, The Conservation Foundation 
will use your donation to purchase open space and natural 
areas in your community, immediately protecting them from 
impairment.  Once the forest preserve or park district gathers 
its funding, it purchases the property from The Conservation 
Foundation.  Then, we reuse your donation again to 
purchase more critical lands.  Your donation gets recycled 
over and over again to protect thousands of acres of land!

Your Donation Has Impact
The Conservation Foundation will use income built from 
the funds in the “Flex Fund” to support other important 
conservation initiatives that teach our children to be good 
stewards of the land, protect our rivers and streams from 
pollution, and to work with local communities to build 
greener, more sustainable cities.

Beauty like this won’t last forever...  
unless we take action now to preserve it. 

for

To learn more about how the Campaign for Conservation is 
working to preserve land today or to donate, simply visit  

www.theconservationfoundation.org
or call us at (630) 428-4500 Ext. 17.

Did you know we at The Conservation 
Foundation are celebrating our 40th 
anniversary in 2012?

Forty years is a long time, especially for 
a young 51’er like me. I remember the 
first time I ever had contact with The 
Conservation Foundation in 1988. I 
met Jean Connell, Executive Director 
at the time, and Dr. Doug Mains, 
the board chairman. I was extremely 
impressed with their “reasoned voice” 
approach for tackling important local 
environmental issues.

Now here I am celebrating my sweet 
16th anniversary with the organization, 
working with our dedicated 
professional staff, board, volunteers and 

members like you. It has been the most 
rewarding experience in my professional 
career. I come to work every day and 
work with a great group of people, and 
look out over the McDonald Farm, 
watching coyotes catch voles (they have 
nearly a 100 percent success rate), and 
enjoying the farm’s abundant deer, 
hawks and owls.
You can do a lot in 40 years. With 
your support, we have helped preserve 
nearly 30,000 acres of land, cleaned up 
miles of rivers and streams, educated 
tens of thousands of adults and children 
about environmental and conservation 
issues, and have helped create quality 
communities where people have lots of 
parks and forest preserves, and cleaner 
streams so they can enjoy the outdoors.
We plan on doing a lot more in the 
next 40 years. I hope we can continue 
this journey, together. 

Brook McDonald  
President and CEO

Celebrating 40 years
of saving local lands and rivErs

Brook McDonald, President/CEO in his early 
years at the Foundation.

We plan on doing a lot more 
in the next 40 years.  I hope 
we can continue this journey, 
together. 

W E L C O M E

1988

1995
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plainfiEld land  
donation prEsErvEs 
faMily rEtrEat

In the Fall Heron we were pleased 
to report the second purchase in a 
partnership of the Batavia Park District 
and The Conservation Foundation 
to increase access and open the view 
along the Fox River in Batavia. It is our 
great pleasure to announce yet another 
transaction along South River Street, 
totaling three so far.  We purchased these 
properties on the District’s behalf and 
will be holding onto them for up to two 
years while the Park District gathers its 
funds. In the meantime, the District is 
able to access and manage the land. They 
are making plans to improve the biking 
and walking trail that passes through the 
properties and build a new gazebo along 

the river.  Those driving along River 
Street will be treated to scenic river views 
once structures on these properties have 
been removed. 
All three of these transactions utilized 
funds from The Conservation Foun-
dation’s Campaign for Conservation. 
Once Batavia Park District gathers their 
funds and buys these properties back 
from us, that money will be returned to 
the Campaign coffers so we can use it to 
purchase other land for forest preserves 
or parks. Every dollar you give gets 
recycled in this way so your donation 
can save land many times over.  You only 
need to drive down South River Street in 

Batavia in the coming years to see what a 
difference your support has made! 

By: Dan Lobbes

Two More Purchases   
opEn rivEr viEWs in batavia

View of the Fox River from the latest parcel 
preserved by The Conservation Foundation 
and Batavia Park District.

 L A N D  

After her husband’s passing in 2002, Kay Stephens of 
Naperville purchased a 10-acre piece of property just west 
of Plainfield.  She wanted land to run her dogs and a 
place for her family to enjoy on weekends.  As a long-time 
member and supporter of The Conservation Foundation, 
she sought our expertise on how to restore and care for the 
land.  Her long-term goal was to preserve the land  
in perpetuity.

Kay oversaw the rigorous process of restoring a property 
that had been run down for many years.  Her vision for the 
land was that it would have a good fishing pond for her 
grandkids, and native prairie with scattered trees and walking 
trails.  Today, 10 years later, she has accomplished that vision;  
the land is absolutely stunning.

Kay recently donated this beloved property to The 
Conservation Foundation to ensure it will be protected 
forever.  One day, this land will hopefully become a 
park where thousands of people can enjoy its natural 
setting, and many kids can enjoy fishing in the pond 
and exploring the prairie as her family has over  
the years.  

thank you, Kay, for this wonderful gift to our 
community and for wanting to share with others 
the land you have loved and worked so hard for.

By: Brook McDonald
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 W A T E R S H E D S  

Stakeholders gather to walk Ferson-Otter 
Creek and share their concerns.  
Photo by Erin Tuttle Lockridge

Executive Board of the newly formed Lower 
DuPage River Watershed Coalition. 
Back Row Left to Right: Audrey Clair,  
Wade Jacobi, Ralph Schultz, Dan Lobbes

Front Row Left to Right: Lisa Dorothy,  
Jim Holzapfel, Doug Kissel

The Conservation Foundation is 
excited to announce an important step 
toward the implementation of the 
watershed plan for the Lower DuPage 
River Watershed that was completed 
in 2011. The Lower DuPage River 
Watershed Coalition officially formed, 
adopted bylaws and elected officers at 
their January 2012 meeting. 
Officers leading the new Coalition are 
Jim Holzapfel - City of Naperville: 
President, Doug Kissel - Village of 
Plainfield: Vice President and Lisa 
Dorothy - City of Joliet: Secretary/
Treasurer. The organization will 
be supported through a dues and 
membership system to provide funding 
for a long-term bioassessment program 
and staff to coordinate watershed plan 
implementation. The Bioassessment 
Program will begin this summer 

collecting fish, macroinvertebrates, 
habitat, water chemistry and sediment 
chemistry at sites on the main stem of 
the DuPage River and its tributaries. 
This information will be used to 
make educated decisions and guide 
water quality improvement across the 
watershed. For more information on 
the Lower DuPage River Watershed 
Coalition visit www.dupagerivers.org/
LowerDuPageRiver.
The Conservation Foundation has 
been involved in the completion of 
several watershed plans throughout 
the DuPage, Kane, Kendall and 
Will County region, but has an 
organizational goal to become more 
involved in actually implementing 
the completed plans. That makes 
the formation of the Lower DuPage 
River Watershed Coalition particularly 

exciting and we are looking forward to 
working with the Coalition to make 
lasting water quality improvements in 
the Lower DuPage River Watershed.

By: Jennifer Hammer

December 31, 2011 marked the end of a 
17-month watershed planning process in 
the Blackberry and Ferson-Otter Creek 
Watersheds when Watershed Action 
Plans for each watershed were submitted 
to the Illinois Environmental Protection 
Agency (IEPA) and subsequently 
approved. A partnership of the Chicago 
Metropolitan Agency for Planning 
(CMAP), The Conservation Foundation, 
and the Fox River Ecosystem Partnership 
(FREP) would like to thank all the local 
governments, homeowners associations, 
citizens, and consulting agencies for their 
contributions and dedication.  To view the 
Watershed Action Plans and other website 
resources for each watershed please visit 
http://foxriverecosystem.org/planning.htm. 
Watershed Action Plans are intended to 
be living documents, updated and revised 
accordingly.  The plan serves as a tool for 
communities to coordinate efforts and 
seek funding to improve water quality.  
Each plan contains recommendations for 
establishing or improving ordinances and 

policies, Best Management Practice (BMP) 
implementation projects, monitoring 
programs, education and outreach 
efforts, and milestones to measure 
successes.  This means that continued 
efforts are just beginning to support plan 
implementation.  We’re not finished yet!
In the interim, opportunities for your 
involvement continue.  In addition to 
the Plans, there are also several resources 
housed at the web address previously 
mentioned, including brochures, posters 
and presentations about non-point source 
pollution, fecal coliform bacteria (for 
which Blackberry and Ferson Creeks were 
found to be impaired) and the watershed 
planning process that you can share with 
friends and family and any groups or 
associations of which you are a member.
Both watershed groups believe that it 
would be beneficial to move into the 
implementation phase collaboratively 
by forming a “coalition,” and details to 
achieve that are being finalized.  CMAP 
and TCF will convene two meetings with 

stakeholders in each watershed during 
2012, and you are invited to attend. If 
you would like more information, or 
to receive upcoming meeting notices, 
please contact Tara Neff at tneff@
theconservationfoundation.org, or  
630-428-4500, Ext. 23.
By: Tara Neff

Coalition Forms 

Blackberry and Ferson Otter Creek  
WatErshEd plans coMplEtE

to iMplEMEnt loWEr  
dupagE WatErshEd plan
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 W A T E R S H E D S  

DuPage River Sweep   
is coMing of agE
Join us in celebrating the 21st Birthday 
of the DuPage River Sweep! The Sweep 
is coming of age and we want you 
to join in on the fun on Saturday, 
May 19th from 9 a.m.-Noon. In 
2012 we hope to continue the event’s 
record-setting pace by having more 
communities, more volunteers, more 
trash removed and more land restored.
The annual DuPage County River 
Sweep is a county-wide self-coordinated 

stream cleanup held each 
spring. The purpose of the 
river sweep is to encourage 
volunteers to help “sweep our 
rivers clean” by picking up 
debris in and along the local 
waterways and restore nearby 
land back to its natural state. 
More than 8,180 volunteers 
have removed nearly 210 
tons of garbage from DuPage 
County streams since 1991 

and stewarded 
nearly 8 acres of land by 
removing invasive species 
since adding restoration to 
Sweep activities in 2009. 
The Sweep encompasses 
the East and West 
Branches of the DuPage 
River and Salt Creek, as 
well as many tributaries. 
During Sweep 2011, over 
200 students from 20 
communities throughout 
the DuPage River 
watershed participated in 
the cleanup which was 
funded by the DuPage 
County Stormwater 
Management Division, the 

DuPage Community Foundation and 
the Illinois Environmental Protection 
Agency. In total, over 620 volunteers, a 
record number since 2004, were spread 
along 40 miles of shoreline throughout 
the watershed. Volunteers removed 
more than 9 tons of trash including 
items like bubble wrap, lumber, a 
vending machine and more. 
To join the birthday celebration, log 
on to www.theconservationfoundation.
org (search DuPage River Sweep) and 
complete the registration form found 
in the 2012 River Sweep Brochure. 
Supplies of grabbers, pokers, trash bags, 
gloves, water and snacks are provided 
free to all participants.

By: Sue George

Storm Drain Stenciling is a simple and flexible way to 
improve water quality in your community, and can 
also be a wonderful team-building activity for your 
company or an organization you are involved with. 
You as an individual or along with a group of friends, 
students or club/business members select the DuPage 
County community you are interested in stenciling in 
and go out anytime from April through October to 
stencil as many storm drains as you have the time for 
that day, month or season. All your stenciling supplies 
are free thanks to a partnership The Conservation 
Foundation has with DuPage County Stormwater 
Management Division. 

Your participation in storm drain stenciling will educate 
the public about “non-point source” pollution and 
how they can help reduce it by not dumping household 
waste into storm drains, minimizing use of salt, using 
environmentally-friendly sealcoating products, and 
many other methods.

To get started, contact Sue George at sgeorge@
theconservationfoundation.org for details and 
to reserve your free supplies. General program 
information can be found at  
www.theconservationfoundation.org  
(search Storm Drain Stenciling). 

Stenciling is volunteering made simple.

voluntEEr to iMprovE WatEr Quality    
in your coMMunity

Sponsor Andrea Korovesis and her Sweep team from the  
DuPage County Stormwater Management Division in 
Winfield.  Photo courtesy of Group Coordinator and  
Sponsor Andrea Korovesis

Lisle students at Community Park.  Photo courtesy of 
Community Liaison Mary Lou Kalsted
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 C O N S E R V A T I O N  I N  O U R  A R E A  

Recognizing 
local EnvironMEntal Efforts

Asian Carp Invasion: 
What doEs sciEncE tEll us?

At The Conservation Foundation’s 
Fall Luncheon, held October 19th at 
beautiful Cantigny, we recognized some 
individuals and organizations who 
have made extra efforts to improve the 
environment in our region.
The 2011 Sustainable Development 
Award was presented to Hubble 
Middle School in Wheaton for their 
LEED (Leadership in Energy and 
Environmental Design) Gold Certified 
school located near Herrick Lake in 
Warrenville. The school is one of the 
first in the nation built to meet the 
US Green Building Council’s LEED 
Gold requirements. The building 
boasts energy efficient mechanical 
systems, a green roof accessible from the 
school’s library, several water efficiency 
measures, use of recycled building 
materials and an extensive

school recycling program. LEED Gold 
certification is a challenge to achieve, 
and we congratulate Hubble Middle 
School for making the extra effort to 
create a facility that is healthier for its 
students and our environment.

Also recognized at the Fall Luncheon 
was long-time friend of the Foundation 
Fred Maier, who recently retired as 
Executive Director of Spring Brook 
Nature Center in Itasca after 32 years of 
service. Fred has been an Itasca resident 
for 55 years and helped establish the 
nature center in his hometown. In 
his 32 years there, Fred developed the 
Spring Brook Nature Center from the 
ground up, hosted the cable television 
program Spring Brook Today, oversaw 
an internationally recognized raptor 
program and taught over 10,000 
students about science and nature, 

among many other noteworthy 
accomplishments. Fred has been a 
valuable partner and friend to The 
Conservation Foundation and we wish 
him the best in his retirement years.

By: Jill Johnson & Brook McDonald

Asian carp. The words strike fear 
into the hearts of Midwest residents. 
These giant leaping fish are moving 
towards the Great Lakes, where it is 
feared they will destroy a multi-billion 
dollar fishing industry and instigate an 
ecological collapse. But how much of 
this is fact, and how much is fiction? 
What do scientists really know about 
these fishes?

As I shared at The Conservation 
Foundation’s Fall Luncheon in 
October, the Asian carp issue is 
complicated because it is the result of 
intertwining influences from politics, 
social reaction, and biology. Today, 
the term Asian carp usually refers 

to two similar species, the bighead 
carp, Hypophthalmichthys nobilis and 
the silver carp, Hypophthalmichthys 
molitrix, which were both brought to 
the southern US in the early 1970s, 
and promptly escaped. Their ecologies 
and appearances are very similar. The 
primary difference is that silver carp 
have a tendency to jump when boats 
pass, whereas bighead carp rarely do. 
Because both species of carp are 
abundant in the proper habitat, there 
is a worry that they are competing 
with native fishes for food, and are 
perhaps starving out our native fishes. 
Scientifically speaking, there is so far 
almost no evidence indicating that 
Asian carp are having a negative impact 
on native fishes.
This would be the end of the Asian carp 
story, except for one important detail. 
They have moved up the Illinois River 
into the Des Plaines River, and are now 
within striking distance of Chicago 

and Lake Michigan. Based on extensive 
sampling, the front of the Asian carp 
invasion appears to be near where 
Interstate 55 crosses the Des Plaines 
River, and this has not changed since 
2005 or so. 
A variety of methods to stop the 
movement of Asian carp into the 
Great Lakes are being considered, 
but most are expensive and their 
potential for success is unclear. This is 
a very complicated issue that involves 
commercial shipping, recreational 
boating, drinking water, sanitation, 
etc. There are no easy answers. But 
some things are clear. First, we need 
less hysteria. Second, we need to step 
back and calmly look at the big picture 
in order to develop a comprehensive 
solution. Hopefully we can figure this 
out soon.

By: Philip Willink
Field Museum of Natural History

Fred Maier (Left) accepts recognition from 
Foundation President/CEO Brook McDonald 
for 32 years of dedication to the Spring Brook 
Nature Center and environmental causes 
throughout DuPage County.

Photo Credit: Jason Lindsey
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Lewis University surrounds  
studEnts With consErvation concEpts

‘Tis the Season, 
thE rainy sEason!

Conservation@Home has entered 
academia with the certification of Lewis 
University’s main Romeoville Campus. 
The University and its Environmental 
and Energy Conservation Council have 
declared a commitment to conduct 
University activities “in a manner 
that conserves natural resources in a 
sustainable manner, protects the health 
and safety of students, faculty, and staff 
as well as the surrounding community, 
and promotes environmental education, 
local action and global awareness.”

Some environmentally-friendly aspects 
of the 376 acre campus include an 

aggressive recycling program which has 
averaged over 100 tons of recyclables in 
each of the last four years, two rainwater 
harvesting systems to water landscaping 
with rainwater instead of potable water, 
stormwater best management practices 
such as bioswales and prairie restoration 
areas, a green roof on the Fine Arts 
building and hydration stations around 
campus to encourage water refills and 
discourage plastic bottles. 
In addition to bestowing Conservation@
Home certification on the campus, we 
are also working with Lewis University 
to provide a series of educational 
seminars to students and campus guests, 
and advising the Director of Facilities 
on landscaping methods and practices. 
Lewis University is to be commended 

for their efforts to protect and improve 
the environment and educate a new 
energetic group of young minds who 
will take these examples and carry 
them forward as the next generation of 
environmental stewards. 

By: Jim Kleinwachter & Jill Johnson

Time To geT your rain barrel

The Conservation Foundation’s 
55-gallon rain barrels sell for 
$85 (includes tax) and are 
made of recycled food  
grade plastic.

Rain barrels are available  
for purchase at McDonald 
Farm on Thursday 
afternoons from 2pm to 
4pm, or other arrangements 
can be made by calling  

630-428-4500, Ext. 32.  

For more specifics on our rain barrels, how 
to use them and other sizes available, visit 

www.theconservationfoundation.org  
or give us a call.

 C O N S E R V A T I O N @ H O M E  S H O W C A S E  

NEW
Lower Price!
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If you live anywhere in the Fox River 
watershed, we want to certify your yard 
or business as a Conservation@Home 
property. As part of our grant received 
to produce the publication A Citizen’s 

Guide to Preserving the Fox River and its 
associated web site (www.preservethefox.
org), we have a goal this year to identify 
and certify 75 properties located in the 
Fox River watershed that demonstrate 

environmentally-friendly landscaping 
and other conservation measures. 
This can include native landscaping, 
rainwater harvesting (such as a rain 
barrel), other water conservation 
measures, or enhancement of wildlife 
habitat. For a nominal fee, we will visit 
and evaluate your property, and provide 
you with a Conservation@Home sign to 
show off to your neighbors and friends. 
You’ll become part of a network of 600+ 
other property owners who have already 
joined the program throughout the 
suburbs.
If you would like to learn more about 
the Conservation@Home program or 
schedule a site evaluation, visit The 
Conservation Foundation’s website 
at www.theconservationfoundation.
org, call Jim Kleinwachter in our 
office at (630) 553-0687, Ext. 
302, or email jkleinwachter@
theconservationfoundation.org.

By: Brook McDonald

Hands-on experience and long-term 
preservation were the themes for recent 
activities in Batavia. A group of Batavia 
High School students spent part of 
their Winter Break outdoors, helping 
to improve the ecological health of a 
natural area on the City’s east side. The 
students cleared honeysuckle, buckthorn 
and other noxious plants from the 
Heritage Woods conservation site 
along Mahoney Creek. By clearing the 
invasive plants, beneficial native plants 
will have a chance to grow, creating a 
more beautiful area and attracting native 
birds and wildlife. The clearing project 
was coordinated by The Conservation 
Foundation.

By: Dan Lobbes

If you live in the Fox Valley and have incorporated native plants, rain barrels or other water 
conservation and habitat enhancement tools into your landscape, we want to certify you!  You’ll 
get this conversation-starting sign to display proudly, and hopefully get your neighbors interested 
in doing their part for nature as well.

Batavia High school students stand in the natural area they helped to improve. Pictured here 
with Jennifer Hammer of The Conservation Foundation.

Seeking Conservation-Minded   
fox vallEy propErty oWnErs

Conservation In Action  in batavia

 C O N S E R V A T I O N @ H O M E  
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 E D U C A T I O N  

Want fresh vegetables 
for the coming year? 

The Green Earth Institute is a 
nonprofit that leases the farmland at 
McDonald Farm and operates a CSA 
(Community Supported Agriculture) 

program. All vegetables are 
grown right here at  

McDonald Farm!

For more information or to 
rEsErvE your share of  

frEsh vEgEtablEs for the 
coming year  

 

visit  
www.greenearthinstitute.org 

or call 630-664-5681.

McDonald Farm Education Programs  
offEr hands on (and hands dirty) lEarning

Did you know the McDonald Farm is 
home to TWO non-profit organizations? 
Both The Conservation Foundation 
and the Green Earth Institute are 
headquartered on this 60-acre gem. The 
Conservation Foundation owns the 
property and leases its farmland to the 
Green Earth Institute and its 
community-supported organic farming 

operation. There’s a lot 
of good going on up 
our quarter mile 
long lane, and this 

year we hope to bring 
record crowds to  

the Farm by offering joint 
education programs. 

Youth of all ages can enroll in science, 
nature exploration, gardening and 
nutrition programs, which will be 
offered at staggered times to allow for 
maximum participation. McDonald 

Farm’s fields, wetlands, prairie and 
native gardens are a living campus to 
awaken a “sense of wonder” in 
inquisitive young minds.  
Stay tuned to future issues of  
The Heron and the websites  
www.theconservationfoundation.org and  
www.greenearthinstitute.org for more 
information on how to get your family 
involved in these valuable programs.

By: Jill Johnson

Mighty Acorns MoMEnt
I wanted to share a wonderful moment 
I experienced this past Fall after 
finishing a Mighty Acorns session in 
West Chicago. I was headed home but 
decided in a moment of weakness to 
stop at a favorite fast food 
establishment on Route 59. It 
happened to be a ½ day of school and 
the restaurant was mobbed with young 
folks. Nevertheless, I decided to brave 
the crowd and went into the restaurant. 
I indulged in a small lunch and found a 
quiet corner where I sat down to eat. 
A few minutes later I heard a chorus of 
“Mrs. Fitchett??” Lo and behold sitting 
kitty corner across from me was a 
“pod” of former Mighty Acorns 
students from Currier School. They 
recognized me and I recognized their 
faces (don’t have all the 4,000 names 
from past years in my head). They 
squealed when they saw that I 
recognized them. They are all in 8th 
grade now, and I hadn’t seen them for 

two years. They are thinking ahead to 
high school next year. I asked and some 
said they still spent some time outdoors 
when the weather was nice. We chatted 
briefly then bade farewell. All of us 
were smiling. That they remembered 
the Mighty Acorns experience 
positively enough to risk calling my 
name in that social setting with all 
their peers and have a short 
conversation was special to me. The 
restaurant worker had stopped to watch 
our interaction in the midst of all this 
chaos, surprised that we were talking to 
each other, and smiled when she heard 
the story. What a treat to know our 
programs DO leave positive lasting 
impressions on the students we teach!

By: Judy Fitchett
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Conservation in song and spirit
There was just enough chill in the 
October 1st air to give our cheeks a 
festive rosy tinge as we gathered to 
enjoy good music, food and 
McDonald Farm’s beautiful scenery at 
Prairie Pickin’ 2011. Once again this 
year, musical acts Matthew Hayes, The 
Stoneflys and Redhorse donated their 
time and talents to bring the spirit of 
conservation alive through music in 
McDonald Farm’s park-like back yard. 
Relatives of Lenore McDonald, who 
donated McDonald Farm to The 
Conservation Foundation, have shared 
many happy stories of the large parties 
and heated croquet contests Lenore 
and her husband Sterling loved to 
throw on their beloved property. I’m 
always reminded of these stories at 
Prairie Pickin’ – It’s just the sort of 
thing Lenore and Sterling would love 
to see happening at McDonald Farm.

To make the event 
more family friendly, 
we added a very 
popular Kid’s Activities 
tent this year. Many 
thanks to our Director 
of Youth and Family 
Education Judy 
Fitchett for providing 
several nature-based 
activities for children, 
and to volunteer 
Carolyn Finzer for her 
beautiful face painting. 
The tent was much 
appreciated by 
youngsters attending 
the event. And of 
course, we cannot 
adequately express our appreciation 
to Matthew Hayes, Redhorse and The 
Stoneflys for their friendship, 
dedication to our environment, and 

their rockin’ music! We’d also like to 
extend our congratulations to Frank 
Veraldi and Cathy Starr, both of The 
Stoneflys, on their marriage in January.

By: Jill Johnson

The Stoneflys put conservation to music at Prairie Pickin’ 2011

Preserving the beautiful natural areas and protecting the rivers and streams in your community 
are important priorities for you and The Conservation Foundation. We know these areas are 
vital to our health and the health of our children and grandchildren. We work in your back yard, 
protecting the land where you live. We gain strength from nature and work hard to ensure it is 
protected and cared for.

There are a variety of ways to make a lasting contribution toward a better world and ensure that 
the environment is protected for generations to come. It is not always possible for an individual 
to make an outright gift, but the vast majority of us can make a bequest. Consider making a 
charitable donation to The Conservation Foundation by directing a donation in your will. This 
is a simple way to make a gift to your favorite charity and not impact your day-to-day finances. 
Because bequests to The Conservation Foundation are generally exempt from federal and 
state inheritance taxes, and subject to unlimited deduction, you may find that a commitment 
through your will results in a larger donation than you might have thought possible.

 You can make a significant gift, supporting a charity you care for, and not impact your current 
financial situation. It is a way to turn your generosity into a gift that lasts forever.

For more information, including helpful language to insert into your will, please call  
Chere Hayes at 630-428-4500, Ext 17. 

What Will Be 
Your Legacy?

th
e 

conservation
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What do a hand-decorated rain barrel, permeable 
pavers and a Hawaiian dream vacation have in 
common? They each raised over $500 to support our 
conservation work in last year’s Earth day benefit 
dinner silent auction!

Mark your calendars for april 19th and join  
us at the 2012 Earth day benefit dinner. It’s an 
unforgettable evening, and our most vital fundraiser.  

This year’s Benefit Dinner will again feature the 
bidPal electronic auction Device, which 

lets you bid on auction items and make 
donations from anywhere in the room.  

No more bid sheets or trying to 
remember what you’ve bid on – The 
iPhone-like device tracks your 
bidding and alerts you when you’ve 
been outbid, and makes it easy to 
support our conservation cause. It 
revolutionized last year’s dinner –

Don’t miss the 
excitement in 2012!

We are looking for table sponsors, volunteers, and donations to our silent 
auction, so please contact Chere Hayes at 630-428-4500, Ext. 17 or email  

chayes@theconservationfoundation.org with your ideas!

Earth day Benefit Dinner  april 19th
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