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W e l c o M e

We just spent the last two years 
developing and refining a new strategic 
vision and plan for The conservation 
foundation. looking out five years, we 
asked how we could have more impact 
in the communities we serve and how 
can we engage communities more in 
local conservation efforts. During this 
process, we were reminded of how we 
used to operate when we were just a 
DuPage county-only organization prior 
to 1997. We were smaller, more “grass 
roots” back then, focused at the county 
level, and worked locally with local 
people. I remember those days. 

Well, that is where we are headed again. 
not back to working in just one county, 
but rather looking at what we do, how 
we do it and how we are organized to 
deliver better conservation programs at 
the local level. 

so, over the next five years, you will see 
The conservation foundation increasing 
its efforts to transition to a more 
community-based, grass-roots 
conservation organization with 
impactful on-the-ground programs and 
projects that are tailored to the needs of 
each of the four core counties we serve. 

This strategic approach will achieve:

•  Deeper mission impact in our 
communities, 

•  a consistent and expected presence in 
our communities,

•  Meaningful and long-lasting 
relationships with communities and 
individuals,

•  communities more engaged in local 
conservation,

•  broader community support for local 
conservation programs, and

•  enlightened communities where 
conservation is encouraged and is a 
core value.

To this end, we are also reorganizing 
staff (and The Heron) around county-
specific objectives in each of our four 
core counties- DuPage, Kane, Kendall 
and Will. John church has become our 
first county Program Director (see story 
Page 6). He is charged with 
implementing our objectives in Kendall 
county. Jan Roehll is currently working 
on developing an open space master plan 
for DuPage county. she will be done 
with that project in the spring, and after 
that, she will transition into our DuPage 
Program Director. Dan lobbes, 
currently our land preservation director 
and program supervisor, will transition 
into our Kane Program Director next 
year. We will eventually hire someone to 
lead our efforts in Will county.

each county has a specific set of tailored 
programs and objectives in our strategic 

plan. You can see the entire plan and 
each county’s priorities on our web site. 
We will focus and energize our efforts 
around those objectives as we pursue our 
passion of preserving the lands and rivers 
you love. 

This might seem like it’s “all about us,” 
but in the end, our goal is to better serve 
your future generations. Thank you for 
being a part of our growth and change.
By: Brook McDonald 
President/CEO

In an age where organizations left and right are 
stopping production of printed publications, The 
Conservation Foundation has had the 
remarkable fortune to have the printing of  

The Heron, all Benefit Dinner materials and 
many other projects donated by Integrated 
Graphics, Inc. of Batavia. 

“My love for the outdoors and the recreational 
activities it provides is important to me,” says 
Keith Murphy, President & Owner of Integrated 
Graphics Inc., “and preserving our community’s 
natural resources by promoting the Foundation’s 
causes and mission is a priority. We want to be a 
part of such a worthwhile cause and help further 
their goals by contributing whatever we can.”

For over 15 years, the core focus of Integrated 
Graphics Inc. has been creating and delivering 
the highest quality products and services 
utilizing the latest technology available. By 
using recycled materials and environmentally 

conscious products, Integrated Graphics aids in 
our mission to promote stewardship of our 
environment.

In a classic friend-of-a-friend scenario, we came 
to know the folks at Integrated through Sikich 
Marketing Services, who donates the graphic 
design of The Heron. All of us working 
together makes The Heron a true labor of 
friendship and creativity fed by nature. I, 
personally, have learned so much from working 
with everyone on this team we have created, 
and continue to be inspired by their generosity. 
On behalf of myself and The Conservation 
Foundation, I want to thank Integrated 
Graphics, Inc. for their very meaningful support.

By: Jill Johnson 
Marketing Communications Manager

Reinventing ouRsELVEs

FRIENdshIp IN pRINT

Brook McDonald, President/CEO

Integrated Graphics, Inc. pressman Tim 
Spence at work on The Heron.
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 D u P a G e  c o U n T Y  

There’s open space remaining in DuPage 
County? This is the number one question 
I get whenever I mention the project 
that is underway to create a new DuPage 
county open space Master Plan. but 
there Is open land remaining in DuPage 
county, and since april, the forest 
preserve and park districts and 
municipalities have been meeting with 
our steering committee to discuss the 
lands they would like to see preserved for 
their communities. some of the groups 
that we have met with do not have the 
time or resources to develop an open 

space plan for their community. We are 
glad to be able to step in and help them 
look at opportunities in their area.

a guiding principle of the project is the 
importance of protecting our water 
resources and connecting greenway 
corridors, whether with trails or just a 
greenway for wildlife. animal and plant 
communities benefit from an 
interconnected network of natural lands, 
but the large hubs of open space in the 
chicago region are fragmented. our 
task is to identify ways to link already 

preserved lands together to form an 
interconnected network of natural lands. 
once the plan is complete, we intend to 
start implementing it by working with 
local communities and park districts to 
preserve these identified “missing links.” 
Thanks to funding from the DuPage 
community and Grand Victoria 
foundations, this plan will provide the 
road map to protecting DuPage 
county’s remaining open lands.
By: Jan Roehll
DuPage County Program Director

Twenty-first birthdays are memorable 
moments and thanks to the 618 
volunteers at the DuPage River sweep in 
May, the sweep’s 21st birthday was one 
to remember as well. for the fifth 
consecutive year volunteers surpassed 
their record for debris collected. More 
than 9.3 tons of debris were removed 
from waterways in DuPage and northern 
Will counties covering thirty miles of 
shoreline. and over 4 acres of land near 
waterways were restored.

Volunteers served in addison, bartlett, 
bloomingdale, bolingbrook, carol 
stream, Darien, Downers Grove, Glen 
ellyn, Hanover Park, Itasca, lisle, 
lombard, naperville, oak brook, oak 
brook Terrace, Plainfield, Villa Park, 
Warrenville, Westmont and Winfield. 
everything from a battery-powered 
children’s vehicle, foam mattress pad, 
granite countertop pieces, to wire fencing 
and tires was retrieved. The conservation 
foundation’s community liaisons 
coordinate sweep volunteers in their 
community – some have volunteered 
with the sweep for all 21 years. They are 
supported by long-serving Group 
coordinators such as Tom farthing from 
naperville with first congregational 
church Ucc; Rick federighi from 
addison with addison Trails High school 
and b.s. Troop 410; lori Mandel from 
lisle with lisle Teens with character; 
benoit carrier of naperville; Kurt 
Dreisilker with The Morton arboretum; 
Jacalyn Green of naperville with Grace 
United Methodist church; Tom 
Richardson of oakbrook with Prairie 
state canoeists; and Jan and ellen stortz 
of Villa Park. It is the outstanding efforts 
of these dutiful volunteers and hundreds 
of others that made sweep 2012 yet 
another record setter.

To become a record setter yourself in 

sweep 2013, contact sue George, at 
sgeorge@theconservationfoundation.org 
or (630) 428-4500, ext. 22. The 
DuPage River sweep will take place 
saturday, May 18th, 2013 from 
9:00aM-noon. This program was made 
possible, in part, by the continued 
support of the DuPage county 
stormwater committee and our 
sponsors: the forest Preserve District of 
DuPage county, Waste Management, 
Illinois environmental Protection 
agency, american Rivers and Ice 
Mountain. Registration begins  
mid-february.
By: Sue George
Watershed Assistant

DuPage and open space - 
NoT AN oxymoRoN

of Drinking age... ANd quALITy

Sweep Community Liaison Nancy Ristau and 
her team’s “Sweep Heap” at Churchill Woods 
Forest Preserve, Glen Ellyn

Boy Scouts from Troop 410 descend upon the 
DuPage in Addison with Sweep Group  
Coordinator Rick Federighi
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 K a n e  c o U n T Y  

The Forest Preserve District of Kane County will now own 
the entrance to its Virgil Gilman Trail.

creative thinking leads to conservation 
success stories, as illustrated in a land 
swap completed earlier this fall between 
Waubonsee community college and 
the forest Preserve District of Kane 
county. In the agreement, which was 
facilitated by The conservation 
foundation, Waubonsee obtained 33 
acres of farmland next to its sugar Grove 
campus from the forest Preserve District 
in return for 66 acres of wooded natural 
areas and wetlands adjacent to 
blackberry creek and the Hannaford 
Woods/nickels farm forest Preserve.

“Waubonsee has always been a strong 
proponent of environmental 
stewardship, and this agreement 
effectively provides for the college’s 
long-term growth needs while also 
increasing the natural areas preserved for 

our community,” Waubonsee 
President Dr. christine sobek 
said. “This is an excellent 
example of local organizations 
working together for the 
greater good. We’re grateful to 
be able to partner with the 
forest Preserve District of 
Kane county in this way.”

Thanks to this swap, the forest 
Preserve District of Kane 
county now owns and 
manages the blackberry creek 
corridor from bliss Road all 
the way to west of Route 47. 
This 66 acres of land expands 
the District’s Hannaford 
Preserve to more than 400 acres. In 
addition, Waubonsee provided 
approximately $400,000 to the forest 
Preserve District to help with additional 
land acquisition efforts.

“The college has been a great neighbor 
to us throughout the years, and this 
exchange just makes so much sense,” 
said Monica Meyers, executive director 
for the forest Preserve District of Kane 
county. “It’s one of those times where 
the people served by both agencies come 
out ahead.”

brook McDonald, President/ceo of 
The conservation foundation, said that 
the foundation was pleased to help with 
the process. “It’s not every day that an 
agreement is reached that will 
simultaneously protect blackberry 
creek, increase the acres of a forest 
preserve two-fold, and meet the needs of 
students — now and in the future. This 
swap was a little unorthodox, but 
resulted in a classic win-win for 
everyone, including Mother nature.”
By: Dan Lobbes
Director of Land Protection

swap Me somE LANd?

“The college has been a great 
neighbor to us throughout 
the years, and this exchange 
just makes so much sense.”
Monica Meyers, executive director for the Forest 
Preserve District of Kane County. 

More Kane County children will be getting in touch with 
the wild due to a new partnership with the City of Elgin. 
The City is working with The Conservation Foundation to 
bring the Mighty Acorns® program to its Hawthorne Hill 
Nature Center. 

Through funding provided by Elgin’s Sustainability 
Commission, educators will conduct in-class and field visits 
for schoolchildren near Hawthorne Hill, broadening their 
knowledge and getting their hands dirty. Cutting brush and 
removing weeds is part of the Mighty Acorns curriculum, 
which will bring needed ecological management to the site. 
“Hawthorne Hill is just made for a program like this. It’s rich 
in plants and animals, and will make a wonderful place for 
the kids to get to know nature,” said Judy Fitchett, Director 
of Youth & Family Education at The Conservation 
Foundation. Hawthorne Hill is located near Randall Road 
and Route 20 on Elgin’s west side.

By: Dan Lobbes, Director of Land Protection

ELgIN youTh gone wild!

Hands-on ecological management, nature exploration and  
in-classroom learning make up the Mighty Acorns experience  
now being offered to Elgin youth at Hawthorne Hill.
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 K e n D a l l  c o U n T Y  

Kendall County Forest Preserve President  
Jeff Wehrli (Left) accepts a Conservation@
Work certification, the first in Kendall County, 
at Hoover Forest Preserve’s Meadowhawk 
Lodge, Yorkville.

John Church, Kendall County Program Director

sometimes it seems like you have to be 
“Type a” to get anything done in this 
world, but our new Kendall county 
Program Director, John church, bucks 
that myth most handsomely. You’ve 
never met a more laid-back guy, but the 
man is an icon in Kendall county, 
particularly when it comes to 
conservation. Within weeks of his 
“retirement” after a storied career in local 
government and conservation education, 
John had agreed to join our staff, and we 
are proud to call him our own. In just 

over a year with us, he has guided the 
lower fox River land conservation 
Planning Project (lfR Plan) to 
completion and is now turning his 
attention to what he does best – 
furthering the cause of conservation in 
Kendall county.

The final outcome of the lfR Plan is a 
map identifying preservation priorities 
in the lower fox conservation 
opportunity area. This area has been 
deemed by the Illinois Department of 

natural Resources to be 
of high conservation 
value thanks to its 
unique geological 
formations, forested 
bluffs, fens and seeps and 
the diverse flora and 
fauna that thrive in such 
rich habitat. all 
preservation is voluntary, 
and will most likely be 
accomplished over cups 
of coffee and the steady, 
patient persistence that is 
John church’s 
trademark. 
conversations have 
already begun with the 
owners of priority parcels 

– this plan won’t be gathering any dust 
on a shelf. There’s too much good land 
out there to be saved.

In between these cups of coffee, John is 
making The conservation foundation 
part of the fabric of Kendall county 
through conservation@Home 
newspaper columns in the Kendall 
county Record and home and site visits  
for conservation@Home and 
conservation@Work certifications.  
He is also active in the Dickson-Murst 
farm Partners and helps to gather 
supplies for the Kendall county food 
Pantry, and serves as a respected voice 
for conservation in local government 
and other community organizations. 

This very localized approach reflects the 
strategic direction of The conservation 
foundation to have a deeper presence 
and impact in the counties and 
communities we serve so we can save 
more of the lands and rivers you love. 
John is the first of our county Program 
Directors, and can be reached at our 
Dickson-Murst farm office at  
630-553-0687, ext. 304 or jchurch@
theconservationfoundation.org.
By: Jill Johnson
Marketing Communications Manager

a local doEs IT bEsT

The Kendall county forest Preserve’s 
newly renovated Meadowhawk lodge 
has been awarded Kendall county’s first 
conservation@Work certification. The 
conservation@Work designation is 
given by The conservation foundation 
to businesses or public places 
demonstrating a variety of 
environmentally friendly practices in 
their landscaping and structures.

Meadowhawk lodge, located at Hoover 
forest Preserve in Yorkville, uses solar 
and wind energy, geothermal heating 
and cooling, permeable pavers and rain 
gardens to promote water infiltration, 
native plantings and other features. The 
torrential rains that greeted october 

13th, the lodge’s open house day, were 
perfect for showcasing the effectiveness 
of the permeable paving. not a puddle 
in sight, much to the chagrin of the 
four-year-old puddle jumper 
accompanying me that day!

anyone interested in more information 
about the conservation@Work or 
conservation@Home programs can 
contact Jim Kleinwachter at  
630-553-0687, ext. 302 or 
jkleinwachter@
theconservationfoundation.org 
By: Jill Johnson
Marketing Communications Manager

a Kendall county FIRsT



7www.theconservationfoundation.org    The Conservation Foundation    Fall/Winter 2012

 W I l l  c o U n T Y  

Preserving the beautiful natural areas and protecting the rivers and streams in your community are 
important priorities for you and The Conservation Foundation. We know these areas are vital to our 
health and the health of our children and grandchildren. We work in your back yard, protecting the 
land where you live. We gain strength from nature and work hard to ensure it is protected and cared 
for.

There are a variety of ways to make a lasting contribution toward a better world and ensure that 
the environment is protected for generations to come. It is not always possible for an individual to 
make an outright gift, but the vast majority of us can make a bequest. Consider making a charitable 
donation to The Conservation Foundation by directing a donation in your will. This is a simple 
way to make a gift to your favorite charity and not impact your day-to-day finances. because bequests 
to The conservation foundation are generally exempt from federal and state inheritance taxes, and 
subject to unlimited deduction, you may find that a commitment through your will results in a 
larger donation than you might have thought possible.

 You can make a significant gift, supporting a charity you care for, and not impact your current 
financial situation. It is a way to turn your generosity into a gift that lasts forever.

For more information, including helpful language to insert into your will, please call  
Chere Hayes at 630-428-4500, Ext 17. 

What Will be 
Your Legacy?

th
e 

conservation
The lower DuPage River Watershed 
coalition has wasted no time since being 
formed earlier this year. They want to see 
the watershed plan for the DuPage River 
set in motion on the river, not on a shelf, 
and to that end a baseline assessment of 
the health of the stream has already been 
completed. The coalition has followed 
the protocols developed by the DuPage 
River salt creek Workgroup in their 
bioassessment Program, using data on 
fish and macroinvertebrates, water and 
sediment chemistry and physical habitat 
to determine the overall health of the 
stream system and identify stressors to 
aquatic life. 

biological and habitat data was collected 
over the summer at 26 sites across the 
watershed. The coalition held their July 
12 meeting on the banks of the DuPage 
River on newly acquired Will county 
forest Preserve land in Plainfield to watch 
the fish sampling and see firsthand what 

lives in the river. all of the 
data will be used to make an 
assessment of the stream 
condition in a final report due 
next spring. This stream data 
will be collected on a long 
term basis, resampled every 
three years, tracking the 
anticipated incremental 
improvements in the stream as 
restoration and best 
management practices are 
implemented. The data 
collected will become part of a 
water quality database for the 
whole DuPage River Watershed and will 
be accessible to everyone to support better 
natural resource management decisions.

The Monitoring Program and staffing by 
The conservation foundation are 
supported by coalition membership 
dues collected from all of the major 
communities in the watershed and Will 

county. Please visit www.dupageriver.
org/lowerDuPageRiver.htm for more 
information about the lower DuPage 
River Watershed coalition or contact 
Jennifer Hammer at jhammer@
theconservationfoundation.org.
By: Jennifer Hammer
Ecological Restoration and Watershed Specialist

coalition Gettin’ Wet IN LoWER dupAgE 

Members of the Lower DuPage River Watershed Coalition 
look on as Midwest Biodiversity Institute staff members 
collect biological and habitat data in the stream.
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Make the diet you resolve to keep this 
new Year’s a low-salt one. chlorides, 
including the salts we use to melt ice in 
winter, are a major contributor to water 
pollution in our area. committing  
to reducing our salt use during the 
snowy and icy months ahead is good  
for our pocketbooks and  
our earth!

chlorides 
may become diluted, but 

they never degrade or break down in the 
environment; one tablespoon of salt 
contaminates 5 gallons of water which 
has an immediate negative impact on 
fish (acute threshold). chlorides produce 
a salty taste in drinking water, cause 
adverse growth effects on vegetation, are 
harmful to aquatic life, and are corrosive 
to our vehicles, roads, parking lots and 
sidewalks. 

You can make small changes for 
managing your property during snow 
events to help maintain and improve our 
water resources: 

•  shovel (or use a snow blower) before 
you use any product; never put a 
deicing product on top of snow.

•  adopt the “Just enough” principle, 
putting down just enough product to 
keep high traffic areas clear of ice.

•  sweep up undissolved product after a 
storm is over for reuse.

•  consider switching to a non-
chloride deicer.

•  support changes in chloride 
application in your municipality.

•  Inform a neighbor about the impacts 
chlorides have in our streams and 
rivers. 

To view a fact sheet please visit: http://
www.drscw.org/chlorides/
DRscWhomeowners.pdf.
By: Tara Neff
Water Resource Assistant

Your new Year’s Resolution: 
A LoW sALT dIET 

 c l e a n  W a T e R  

Two recent additions to The Conservation 
Foundation’s Board of Trustees bring marketing 
and communications expertise to help us tell 
our stories. 

Glen Ellyn resident Kaaren Oldfield, a past 
Trustee, rejoined the Board in August. Kaaren 
has used her professional skills to further the 
cause of open space preservation through two 
decades of involvement with The Conservation 
Foundation. “I have worked directly with 
Kaaren on passing a dozen open space 
referenda in DuPage, Kane, Kendall and Will 
counties over the past 15 years and I know how 
passionate she is about preserving open space 
and keeping our streams, rivers and air clean 
and our communities healthy,” said The 
Conservation Foundation’s President/CEO 
Brook McDonald. Before becoming a realtor 
with Keller Williams, Kaaren was a public 
relations, sales and marketing professional, 
beginning her career as editor of the Wheaton 

Leader newspaper. She is the past president of 
her own company, Issue Shapers, Inc.

New to the Board is Pam Parr of Oswego. 
Currently President of the Kendall Forest 
Foundation, Pam has served on the Kendall 
County Board and was President of the Kendall 
County Forest Preserve District for two years. 
She is a Senior Communication Strategist with 
Face to Face Communications and Training and 
is passionate about carrying The Conservation 
Foundation’s messages to the western reaches 
of our territory. “I am honored to be a part of 
an organization that consistently takes the 
lead on conservation and environmental issues 
in our area,” said Pam. “Saving land and saving 
rivers is not only essential for the enjoyment of 
future generations, it is crucial to our well-
being as human beings. And TCF does it with 
heart and class.” 

By: Jill Johnson, Marketing Communications Manager

sToRyTELLERs JoIN boARd

Kaaren Oldfield

Pam Parr
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The benefits and impact of water 
conservation practices were never more 
apparent than during this drought-
ravaged summer. several private and 
public properties belonging to the fox 
River watershed have recently received 
certification by our conservation@
Home and our new conservation@
Work programs for their use of these 
environmentally-friendly landscaping 
approaches; here are a couple we’d like to 
call special attention to. 

ochsenschlager Residence
Sugar Grove 

former trustee of The conservation 
foundation Mary ochsenschlager and 
her husband Irv are the proud owners 
and stewards of several acres of beautiful 
native prairie, savanna and woodland 
areas which they have restored over 
many years. Irv and Mary have attacked 
invasive species with vigor, are avid 
composters and have installed rain 
barrels to collect their rainwater, which 
they then use to irrigate their vegetable 
garden. The ochsenschlager property 
borders blackberry creek, which feeds 
into the fox River. Thanks to the 
superior water infiltration of the site’s 
native trees and plants, the run-off 
entering the creek is minimal, and 
flooding, erosion and pollution are 
greatly reduced. although I visited in 
July 2012, the prairie was still colorful 
despite the severe heat and drought 
without any watering. 

South elgin Municipal  
Annex landscape 
South Elgin 

The Village of south elgin’s Municipal 
annex property bordering the fox River 
is a prime example of how government 
and corporate campuses can be turned 
into beautiful and functional landscapes. 
Rain gardens and a large swale planted 
with native species intercept run-off 
from the parking lot, surrounding 
landscape and the Municipal annex 
building itself. several gutter pipes from 
the building feed into another rain 

garden. Thanks to 
these stormwater 
best management 
practices, the 
amount and 
quality of the site’s 
runoff is greatly 
improved with this 
type of landscape, 
not to mention the 
decreased 
maintenance costs. 
like the 
ochsenschlager 
property 
mentioned above, 
this landscape was 
blooming, green 
and colorful when 
I visited, despite the drought. 

congratulations to these properties and 
others who have been certified by our 
conservation@Home and our new 
conservation@Work programs. The 
goal of these programs is to encourage 
property owners to create landscapes 
that improve the quality of our 
environment, and to recognize their 
efforts. If you would like to learn more 

about these programs or certification, 
please click the conservation@
Home link on our website, or 
visit our blog for educational 
articles at (https://
conservationathome.
wordpress.com). 

By: Denise Sandoval
DuPage County  
Conservation@Home Assistant

conservation showcase: LANdsCApEs 
AT WoRk IN ThE Fox RIVER WATERshEd 

 c o n s e R V a T I o n  s H o W c a s e  

Mary Ochsenschlager, former Foundation trustee, in her Sugar Grove prairie.

Jim Reuter, City of Elgin, accepts the City’s Conservation@Work certification.
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Mighty acorns 
bRANChINg ouT

buggy dIsCoVERIEs

In appreciation...

elgin youth won’t be the only area 
youngsters introduced to the Mighty 
acorns® program this school year (see 
story Page 5). a new partnership of 
Meadow Glens school, the naperville 
Park District and The conservation 
foundation will engage the school’s 
environmental club students in caring 

for nature at Meadow Glens Park. This hands-on time at the 
site helping to clear invasive species, collect seeds and other 
stewardship activities will be supplemented by in-classroom 
learning about nearby nature and how and why they should 
help protect it. This means that Mighty acorns® is now active 
in 6 schools at 6 sites in DuPage county, reaching over 1,000 
youth each school year. By: Judy Fitchett,  Director of Youth and 

Family Education

Teachers, program directors and parents we’ve talked to over 
the last couple of years have repeatedly requested nature 
education resources for young learners. Thanks to a grant from 
the DuPage community foundation’s 25 for 25 program, The 
conservation foundation has been able to answer that need by 
creating a Discovery box of props, information and activities to 
share with area preschools. built on a bug theme, the Discovery 
box contains lessons, stories, games, songs, activities and 
hands-on props relating to insects. It will be available for 
teachers to borrow for a 2-week period free of charge starting in 
spring 2013. Discovery boxes on additional themes are being 
developed as well. Teaching tools like these build on a young 
child’s natural curiosity and feed a lifetime love of and concern 
for nature.
By: Jill Johnson
Marketing Communications Manager

& Judy Fitchett
Director of Youth and 
Family Education

The lure of far-away places has enticed two of The 
Conservation Foundation’s longtime educators, Cara 
kukuraitis and Jennifer krese, to move to warmer climes 
– one west, one south. We thank them both for the 
energy and creativity they brought to our programs.

By: Judy Fitchett, Director of Youth and Family Education

pLANNINg FoR spring? 
Time To geT your rain barrel

Our gardens may be put to bed for the winter, 
but these chillier months are when we dream and 
scheme about the coming growing 
season. Make sure a rain barrel is part 
of your gardening plan so you can 
save what rain may fall to keep your 
garden lush through the hot, dry 
summer months. 

The Conservation Foundation’s 
55-gallon rain barrels sell for $75 
(includes tax) and are made of 
recycled food grade plastic.

To purchase a rain barrel,  
visit our website at  
www.theconservationfoundation.org 
or call 630-428-4500, Ext. 32 

For more specifics on our rain barrels, how 
to use them and other sizes available, visit 
www.theconservationfoundation.org  

or give us a call.

NEW
loweR PRice!
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40 Years: A pRETTy INCREdIbLE sTART
This has been a year of reflection and 
celebration at The conservation 
foundation as we mark our 40th year of 
preserving open space and protecting 
the rivers and streams in our region. 
april’s earth Day benefit Dinner kicked 
off our anniversary festivities, including 
the unveiling of Fox River Sunrise, an 
original painting by longtime 
foundation member nancy Williamson 
to commemorate our 40th anniversary 
milestone. The Fox River Sunrise original 
was the starring item in the evening’s 
silent auction, and we have been selling 
matted, numbered prints throughout 
the year for $50 each. There are still 
some available; call 630-428-4500, ext. 
10 to order for yourself and a loved one. 
We can’t begin to thank nancy for 
honoring us with this stunning gift of 
her artwork.

our celebration continued on the warm 
starry night of august 25th. The 
laughter and conversation of 160 
members and friends of The 
conservation foundation joined a 
symphony of crickets and frogs as we 
chugged down the fox River in the 
old-fashioned paddlewheel boats 
dubbed st. charles belle and fox River 
Queen. The very Twain-esque evening, 
sponsored by Two brothers brewery and 
Wintrust community banks, included 
a reception and 90-minute riverboat 
cruise on the mighty fox, a gem of a 
river our supporters have worked hard 
to protect. 

but we couldn’t let the evening crowd 
have all the fun! We pulled out all the 
stops and threw, with the help of many 
volunteers and sponsors WRD 
environmental and the naperville Park 
District, a birthday bash to remember! 
More than 500 friends, neighbors, 
members and supporters gathered at 
McDonald farm on september 16th to 
join in the fun and gobble up a free 
birthday cupcake. Youngsters giggled as 
they rode ponies, and families packed 
the clow education center to be held 
spellbound by the tales of storyteller 
carolyn finzer, and get up close and 
personal with a hawk at the live raptor 
show by Willowbrook Wildlife center. 
The musical stylings of bands The 

stoneflys and Redhorse set a festive 
mood. It was merriment worthy of a 
history such as ours.

our final 40th anniversary event was 
an opportunity to thank our “fab 40”, 
forty partners and friends whose 
support has enabled us to have such an 
impact on our local environment over 
the last 40 years. at a recognition 
dinner held november 8th at the 
abbington in Glen ellyn, each partner 
was called forward and presented with 
a matted print of Fox River Sunrise. 
Please visit www.
theconservationfoundation.org for a 
complete listing of The conservation 
foundation’s “fab 40”. 

We had an amazing time at these 
special anniversary events. Don’t be 
surprised if we decide to do them 
again next year, just because! as this 
milestone year comes to a close, we 
want to thank deeply the members, 
partners and friends who have brought 
our mission to life over the last 40 
years, and hope you will continue to 
be part of our journey. We’re off to a 
pretty incredible start!
By: Jill Johnson
Marketing Communications Manager

& Chere Hayes
Director of Development

Volunteer Storyteller Carolyn Finzer weaves 
her “Critter Tales” at the Birthday Bash at 
McDonald Farm

The Conservation Foundation’s “Fab 40” honored for their outstanding partnership at a 
November 8th recognition dinner

Fox River Sunrise, a painting by Conservation 
Foundation member Nancy Williamson
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Coming in March: 
Beyond the Basics 4: It Takes a Community to  
Clean our Stormwater!
This fourth seminar in the Beyond the Basics: Stormwater Best Management Practices series will 

showcase local projects and expertise as well as provide a national perspective on stormwater 

management. Our theme this year is focused on strengthening local stormwater management 

programs to more easily implement new requirements expected in the 2014 round of MS4 

Stormwater Permits.  

Keynote speakers Chris Kloss of the US Environmental Protection Agency and Marcus Quigley 

of Geosyntec Boston will provide the most up to date information about the direction the new 

stormwater rule is heading and the recent trends in MS4 permit development.

If you are interested in sponsoring the seminar or submitting a presentation,  

visit www.theconservationfoundation.org/gobeyond.

Registration opens in early January. 

Thank you to our sponsors: Geosyntec, Christopher B. Burke Engineering, LTD. Chicago Wilderness, DuPage 

County Stormwater Management Committee, V3 Consultants, Bedrock Landscapes, Inc., Weaver Boos, 

Tallgrass Restoration , LLC, Encap, Inc., Baxter & Woodman Inc. and Cardno JFNew. 

April 18th, 2013: 
Earth Day Benefit 
Dinner
Mark your calendar for the annual 
Earth Day Benefit Dinner, our most 
important fundraiser of the year, 
featuring an exquisite meal and 
nature-inspired silent auction. It’s an 
evening that will reignite your pas-
sion for saving the lands and rivers 
you love.

We are seeking table sponsors 
at the $1,500, $2,500 and $5,000 
levels, and registration will open 
in March.

SaveTHE


