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Remembering FOUR MIGHTY OAKS
Since the Summer Heron, we have been saddened
by the passing of four mighty oaks in our
organization and the region as a whole. These
pillars of conservation in our community have
made an enduring impact on both our local
landscapes and on all of us who were fortunate
enough to know them.
Dr. Douglas B.
Mains, a prominent

orthopedic surgeon and
pioneer in hip replacement
surgery, passed away on
December 9, 2013. Doug
was the Chairman of the
Board for The
Conservation Foundation
for nearly a decade from
the mid-80s to the mid90s. Doug was a staunch
conservationist, great
leader and humanitarian,
and a mentor to me.
I first met Doug in 1989 when I was invited to attend a
meeting, hosted by The Conservation Foundation, to discuss
protecting the DuPage River. I arrived and Doug greeted me
with a warm smile. At the table were local business leaders,
elected officials and other new faces. These were people who
knew how to get things done. I remember thinking this
organization was serious and not interested in just talking
about things.
I ended up volunteering and chairing the DuPage River
initiative for the next seven years, working directly with Doug
and witnessing his amazing abilities to communicate and
connect with everyone from elected officials to developers and
business leaders. Doug’s “bed-side manner” style made people
feel comfortable and trusting. His quiet, determined passion,
and “reasoned voice” remain a part of our organizational
culture today.
In 1996, Doug helped convinced me to become the CEO for
The Conservation Foundation and I continued to work with
him on many land preservation and other conservation
projects. Although Doug was a man of few words, when he
spoke his words were powerful and meaningful. People listened
to Doug and he had a magical way of connecting and
engaging people.
We will all miss Doug, but his presence is still felt every time
we walk through a forest preserve, or canoe the DuPage River.
His influence on this organization has been huge. We are very
proud of Doug’s accomplishments, and I think he is also very
proud of us. His legacy will live on in the works of The
Conservation Foundation.
By: Brook McDonald

Jean Connell was the

first- ever Executive
Director for The
Conservation Foundation
and set us on the path to
become the organization
we are today. She is
described by our President/
CEO Brook McDonald as
“one of those people you
just couldn’t say no to…
unless it was about the
Michigan –Ohio football
rivalry.” Even after her
term as Executive Director she remained active in the
organization until she retired to her college town of Ann
Arbor, Michigan.

Cleve Carney was a

former board member and
longtime friend of The
Conservation Foundation.
Known to us as “Mr.
DuPage” due to his deep
roots in the community,
Cleve was a renowned
philanthropist and
businessman. Once, when
asked what motivated him
to give, Cleve responded,
“…at some point in our
lives we need to think
beyond ourselves. The community has given me a lifetime; it
makes sense to reciprocate.” As a board member for The
Conservation Foundation, Cleve was a driving force for our
successful Campaign for Conservation, which raised $3 million
to increase the pace of our conservation efforts and create
natural areas for future members of the community to enjoy.

Corwith “Corky”
Hamill was a longtime

conservation philanthropist
and friend to many
organizations. He had a
close relationship with The
Conservation Foundation,
donating a conservation
easement on his land and
frequently hosting member
events. Staff and volunteers
reminisce fondly about
making trips out to the
Hamill property each
spring to plant wildflowers along the creek. Corky was a force
for conservation and will truly be missed by all.
By: Sara Komenda
Graduate Student Volunteer

President/CEO

www.theconservationfoundation.org
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P R E S E R V A T I O N

The Honeymoon is Over!

GETTING TO WORK AT DAYTON BLUFFS
After this summer’s
triumphant preservation of
the Dayton Bluffs Preserve in
Ottawa, work has begun to restore
this 253-acre prize of history and natural
resources, and get ready to open it up for
public use. Staff, interns and volunteers
have been getting to know the property’s
rugged terrain and with the help of a
stakeholder group have begun a plan for
trails and restoration. Seventeen able
bodies from the Conservation Corps of

Iowa and Minnesota spent a week at
Dayton Bluffs in early December to
jump start the restoration efforts.
If you’re anxious to see this new natural
paradise and/or are ready to get to work,
pencil the first Saturdays of the first four
months of 2014 into your calendar.
From January through April, we will be
holding open houses and volunteer work
days at Dayton Bluffs on the first
Saturday of the month from 9am to

Noon. No reservations are required to
come take a look, but if you’d like to
volunteer please let Jennifer Hammer
know at jhammer@
theconservationfoundation.org so we
have enough tools and can properly plan
our attack on the invasive plant species
of the Dayton Bluffs Preserve!
By: Jill Johnson
Communications Manager

Photo by Scott Anderson,
LaSalle NewsTribune

Work has begun to restore
this 253-acre prize of history
and natural resources, and
get ready to open it up for
public use.
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S H O W C A S E

Conservation AT WORK
It’s the cleanest kind of double entendre – Conservation@Work.
Since launching this summer, we have bestowed certification on
nearly 50 regional locations who have put conservation at work in
places of work – corporate campuses, hospitals, churches, government
centers, schools and museums. We’ve certified the John G. Shedd
Aquarium, Good Samaritan Hospital, the DuPage County building,
Wheaton Christian Academy, the Naperville Post Office (see article
below) and many more. Visit our website at www.
theconservationfoundation.org to get inspiration from others and
learn how to encourage your own workplace to put conservation to
work, or contact me at 630-428-4500, Ext. 15 or jkleinwachter@
theconservationfoundation.org.
By: Jim Kleinwachter,
Land Protection Specialist and Conservation@Home Program Manager

Terry McGhee, Manager of Operations, accepts the DuPage
Water Commission’s Conservation@Work certification.

Naperville’s LIVING WORK OF ART
needed what Carolyn
refers to as some
“ER- Environmental
Rejuvenation.” With
the help of some
other hearty Garden
Club members,
Carolyn and Jan
eradicated the thistle
by hand. To eliminate
the rivers of mud that
would wash across the
front walk and into
the postal lobby after
heavy rains, Carolyn
herself visited over 20
construction sites in
In full Monarch Butterfly getup, Carolyn Finzer poses among the
Naperville to rescue
blooms of the Naperville Post Office garden she helped create.
over 800 native rocks
in her PT Cruiser.
A visit to the post office has become a
These rocks were used in the project to
feast for the senses of Naperville
stabilize the sloping gardens and
residents, thanks to the tireless efforts
prevent further erosion.
of volunteers Carolyn Finzer and Jan
Gricus. These two devoted and
Then the planting began. Virtually all
resourceful Garden Club members took
of the native plants brought to the
the front landscaping of the main post
gardens were free; some were refugees
office from an eyesore to a living work
from the prairies surrounding
of art, as beautiful as it is functional,
Naperville North High School’s
over 5 years of creative toil.
parking lot expansion project, while
others came from the personal
In 2009, the barren “abandoned”
perennial gardens of kindhearted postal
sloping earthen gardens were full of
patrons. Several local garden centers
Canada Thistles, chewing gum,
donated plant material as well.
cigarette butts, fast food wrappers, and
plastic bag debris…an unsightly and
With rocks and plants now anchoring
visually depressing mess! The area
the landscape, the true artistry of Jan
www.theconservationfoundation.org

and Carolyn
could come to
life. In addition
to the waterconserving and
colorful
perennials, the garden boasts bird
feeding and watering stations, colorful
glass bottle suncatchers, plates that
catch rainwater for butterflies to sip,
hollow bamboo shafts to attract miner
bees, and all manner of quirky items
recycled as art.
The gardens are teeming with life as
finches feast on dried seed heads, toads
huddle under rock ledges, Canada geese
build their nests and the occasional
red-tailed hawk enjoys a rabbit lunch.
With no budget, Carolyn, Jan and their
helpers truly brought life back to a
barren wasteland. The Naperville Post
Office gardens have earned
Conservation@Work certification
through our program that recognizes
business landscapes that conserve water
and create habitat.
Those who know Carolyn Finzer know
she is in and of herself a living work of
art who brings so much color to the
Naperville community. Stop by the
post office to see her latest brilliant and
heartfelt creation.
By: Jill Johnson
Communications Manager

With contributions by Carolyn Finzer
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All In It

TOGETHER
There are a number of organizations
working on natural resource-related
issues in Kendall County, but we do
not always take time to really share
what is happening individually and
together.
On August 15, The Conservation
Foundation hosted a summit involving
fourteen conservation/natural resourcerelated groups and agencies in Kendall
County. Homemade cookies and
punch enjoyed with the backdrop of
the Dickson-Murst Farm’s beautiful red
barn set the tone for a friendly
exchange of ideas.
The “Conversation about
Conservation” summit was intended to
be a networking event to get to know
each other better and learn from and
about peers. Each group gave a brief
overview of their organization’s
activities, successes and challenges, and
then the floor was opened to general
discussion. Conservation for
homeowners, helping businesses
become more “green”, and partnering
for joint educational programming and

An open-air meeting of the minds at the Kendall Conservation
Group Summit on the lawn of the Dickson-Murst Farm.

open space and watershed planning
were all needs that arose from that
conversation.

This group will continue to meet and
find ways to make life better for the
citizens of Kendall County.
By: John Church
Kendall County Director

RAIN GARDENS TAKING
ROOT IN KENDALL COUNTY
Yorkville’s Bicentennial Riverfront Park
is thriving. And its informative signage
helps educate curious passersby that
those colorful plants are not only
beautiful, but they are helping to
improve water quality in the Fox River
just steps away.
Plano Mayor Bob Hausler (on right) accepts
Conservation@Work certification at Plano’s
City Hall from Foundation trustee Dick
Whitfield (center) and I (John Church, on left).

Rain gardens and native plants are
appearing more commonly in many
places in Kendall County, thanks in part
to The Conservation Foundation’s
Kendall County Rain Garden Initiative.
The demonstration rain garden that
was planted in May at downtown
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In Plano, the next town west, a native
garden was planted in June by the City
of Plano in cooperation with The
Conservation Foundation. The parking
area it abuts is done with permeable
pavers, giving the project a powerful
and positive water quality impact. The
existing rain garden at our DicksonMurst Farm got a makeover as well,
thanks to volunteers from our Kendall
Advisory Council and the U of I Master

www.theconservationfoundation.org

Naturalists. Oswego and Minooka/
Morris are also planning to jump on the
rain garden bandwagon in Spring 2014.
Rain gardens, managing water at home
and native plants also took root indoors
at public presentations given in
cooperation with the Yorkville and
Oswego Public Libraries, with another
one planned for Spring of 2014 at the
Plano Library.
All sites have been awarded
Conservation@Work certification. Take
a ride along the Fox River sometime
and check them out!
By: John Church
Kendall County Director

D U P A G E

C O U N T Y

Change FLOWS

Group Coordinator and TCF Conservation@Home Assistant
Denise Sandoval (third from right) with McDowell Forest Preserve
Sweep team.

Attention from the flood in mid-April
may have contributed to the DuPage
County River Sweep’s record year - more
than 15 tons of debris was collected and
one acre of land was restored to native
habitat by 730 volunteers. This
achievement makes 2013 the sixth
consecutive record setting year.
This year, 730 volunteers in Addison,
Bartlett, Bloomingdale, Bolingbrook,
Carol Stream, Downers Grove, Glen
Ellyn, Hanover Park, Itasca, Lisle,
Lombard, Naperville, Oakbrook Terrace,
Oak Brook, Plainfield, Villa Park,
Warrenville, Westmont, Winfield and
Wood Dale cleaned 43 miles of stream,
blowing last year’s record numbers out of

the water by over
100 volunteers.
Storm drain
stenciling was
offered as a new
overflow activity
this year, and one
hundred storm
drains were marked
with “NO
DUMPING
– DRAINS TO
WATERWAY”.

Special recognition
goes to the Village of Carol Stream’s
Community Liaison, Donna Hawco.
Donna and her staff recruited 155
volunteers who cleaned 16 miles of
stream over three days and collected an
amazing two tons of debris.
We also welcome several new Group
Coordinators to the Sweep: Bonnie
Gibellina, Oak Brook Park District;
Matthew Warecha, Adventures for
Adventurous People in Glen Ellyn; Larry
Kaleta, Walgreens in Itasca; Michael
Hansen, Glengarry Properties in
Naperville; Becky Schwartz, Lisle H.S.
Ecology Club; Denise Sandoval, The
Conservation Foundation in Naperville;

Eric Uebelhor in
Oak Brook;
Terry Walters,
Y Dance
Ensemble in
Plainfield and
Christine
McIntyre,
SIRVA In
Action in
Westmont.
To help change
continue to flow in the
DuPage River watershed, contact me at
(630) 428-4500 Ext. 22 or sgeorge@
theconservationfoundation.org. The
2014 DuPage River Sweep will take
place Saturday, May 17th from 9:00
a.m. to noon. Supplies, snacks and
coordination support are provided
thanks to our sponsors and partners:
DuPage County Stormwater
Management, Forest Preserve District of
DuPage County, Pizzo and Associates,
IEPA, American Rivers, Allied Waste/
Republic Services and Ice Mountain.
Online Sweep registration will begin
mid-February.
By: Sue George
Watershed Assistant

Open Your Heart - ADOPT A STREAM
Got a little extra love to give? Join the
new DuPage County Adopt-a-Stream
program and give it to a stream in need.
Kicked off at a September 25th event,
Adopt-a-Stream brings members,
residents, municipalities and
professionals together for the sake of
preservation and conservation. Local
businesses, schools, churches, student
groups, organizations, watershed
associations and volunteer groups and
individuals can all make a difference in
keeping DuPage County waterways
clean, healthy and attractive.
To participate in Adopt-a-Stream, your
group commits to a minimum half-mile
section of stream for two years and
should engage in two stream cleanups

each year. You may, of course, choose to
go beyond the minimum requirements
by regularly monitoring water quality,
recording illicit discharge or engaging in
restoration. Trash pokers, gloves, trash
bags and trash removal are supplied.
Upon successful completion of adoption
requirements, the County will furnish
and post signs with your volunteer
group’s name along your adopted stream.

the County’s long-standing partnership
with The Conservation Foundation, our
organizations will now jointly promote
the program.
By: Sue George
Watershed Assistant

To find out more or start the stream
adoption process (don’t worry - it’s
painless), contact me at 630-428-4500,
Ext. 22 or sgeorge@
theconservationfoundation.org.
Adopt-a-Stream was initiated by the
DuPage County Stormwater
Management Division in 1995. Due to
www.theconservationfoundation.org
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KANE COUNTY

Playing Their Cards RIGHT

Water quality priorities outlined by concerned
citizens of the Blackberry and Ferson-Otter
Creek watersheds, pictured here along the banks
of Ferson Creek, will be addressed thanks to a
grant from the Kane County Riverboat Fund.

With a grant recently awarded to The
Conservation Foundation, the Kane
County Riverboat Fund is proving that
the County is interested in improving
the health of the Fox River. Their grant
funds will be used to improve local

stormwater management by changing
the way homeowners associations,
residential and commercial property
owners treat rainwater on their
properties. Capturing more rainwater in
our yards, school and church sites and
corporate campuses will reduce runoff
from frequent, low-volume rain events,
help clean the water in rivers and
streams and will help replenish drinking
water supply aquifers.
The Villages of South Elgin, Elburn and
Montgomery will be partnering with us
on this project, which puts the
education and outreach components of
the Blackberry and Ferson-Otter Creek
Watershed Plans to work. Our efforts
will consist of a targeted series of
presentations, exhibit opportunities and
followup site visits. The presentations

will be to a variety of audiences
(homeowners associations, residents and
businesses) and will introduce concepts
such as saving rainwater for other uses,
onsite infiltration and filtering rainwater
before it leaves the site. The use of native
plants to accomplish many of these tasks
will be featured in the presentations.
As a follow-up, staff will visit individual
sites and discuss specific techniques with
homeowners association representatives,
resident homeowners and business
owners. An exhibit will also be created
that will educate citizens on beneficial uses
of rainwater. We would like to thank the
Kane County Riverboat Fund for making
this investment in the health of the Fox
River and residents of Kane County.
By: Dan Lobbes
Director of Land Preservation, Kane County Director

WILL COUNTY

PUT ON YOUR SUNGLASSES
Zoe Rei, Melissa Nelson, Claire Zinser and Trey Miller all
passed their summer hours working at The Conservation
Foundation. They spent time with our volunteer Dave
Meilbeck monitoring bluebirds. They spent hours in the
DuPage River collecting samples for ongoing water quality
research. They sent mailings, made countless phone calls
inviting folks to seminars, and worked on innumerable
spreadsheets with program staff. They worked outside on
farm maintenance projects. They worked collectively
developing a master plan for both the McDonald Farm and
the Dickson Murst Farm. They attended meetings, as all
professionals do, and learned the ins and outs of The
Conservation Foundation from every vantage point we could
throw at them. They traversed the rugged terrain of the new
Dayton Bluffs Preserve in Ottawa helping us get the lay of the
land and begin to plan its future.

Left to Right: Claire Zinser, Melissa Nelson, Trey Miller and Zoe Rei
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Grab your shades; if this past summer’s batch of interns is any
indication, the future of conservation is bright! Over the
summer months, The Conservation Foundation’s staff had the
pleasure of working with four up-and-coming stars in the
environmental field.
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To our pleasure and delight, they did it all willingly, with
enthusiasm and a sense of adventure. They renewed
everyone’s love for the work accomplished here at The
Conservation Foundation. There’s nothing like seeing your
world through younger and more energetic eyes. Thanks to
all four of these wonderful, intelligent and passionate
people. We are better for the experience.
By: Chere Hayes, Director of Development

www.theconservationfoundation.org

F L O R A

A N D

F A U N A

Out OF THE WOODS
Last summer when a ferocious storm
felled close to 200 oak trees in West
Chicago’s Reed Keppler Park, resident
Ron Meyers saw possibility among
the destruction.

A cabinetmaker and sawmill owner,
Ron worked with the West Chicago
Park District to save any usable wood.
To promote the idea of urban lumber,
Ron enlisted the help of his nephew,
architect Jeff Perkis. The two were
intent on repurposing the beautiful
fallen oaks, and tapped the creativity of
some IIT students to design furniture
from the damaged wood. The project
became known as Out of the Woods,
and their purpose is summed up in this
formula: Devastation + Opportunity =
New Beginning.
The students’ design projects were
displayed and auctioned at West
Chicago’s 2013 Railroad Days, raising

$2,300, some of which was used to help
revitalize Reed Keppler Park. Ron and
Jeff also wanted to support a charitable
organization that worked with West
Chicago children, and chose The
Conservation Foundation because our
Mighty Acorns program has been in place
in several West Chicago schools for more
than 15 years. Thanks to Ron and Jeff’s
support, the Mighty Acorns program will
be able to continue to provide West
Chicago students with a stewardshipbased nature program.
Ron and Jeff have also donated a
350-year-old oak cross section with labels
connecting significant events in American
history to the corresponding rings in the
oak tree. This fascinating display is a focal
point in our Clow Education Center.
To find out more about the inspiring Out
of the Woods project, visit
www.out-ofthewoods.com.

By: Carolyn Wagner
Youth Education Coordinator

Oaks ANONYMOUS
Our native oaks are the iconic trees of
our woodland and savanna habitats. In
savannas, very small sprinkles of oaks
grew with some prairie and woodland
species. In our woodlands, oaks grew
alongside other woodland trees, shrubs,
vines and many herbaceous species. In a
woodland habitat, some sunlight was
still able to reach the oaks and the wide
branches of the oaks allowed dappled
sunlight to reach the plants underneath.
Oaks are important because they provide
food, shelter, cleaner water and air for
many types of wildlife. Humans depend
on oaks for some of these benefits too,
along with other uses. According to
studies, our native oaks support over
500 species of butterflies and moths. In
turn, these butterflies and moths provide
food for many other species of wildlife.
Oak acorns also feed many birds and
mammals. Large oaks provide homes,
shade and cover for wildlife.
Today many of our huge, old native oaks
are dying and oak saplings are not

surviving due to environmental stresses
like urban development, invasive plants,
too much shade, diseases, pests, climate
change, and other reasons still under
investigation. If we lose our oaks, just
think of all the wildlife and human
benefits we would lose.
Winter is when we start to plan our
landscaping projects for the warmer
seasons, so be sure to work some oaks
into your plans. There is a native oak
suitable for most soil and moisture
conditions, but they do need full sun
and grow fairly large (50-60 feet
minimum). To help, here’s a quick guide
to several native species and the growing
conditions they favor:
•S
 wamp White Oak (Quercus bicolor)
Prefers medium-moist conditions, clay
or sandy soil, compaction and flooded
conditions are tolerated.
•B
 ur Oak(Quercus macrocarpa) Most
adaptable, likes dry-moist conditions,
clay or sandy soil.

•C
 hinkapin or Chinquapin Oak
(Quercus muehlenbergii)
Prefers drier conditions, some clay
but not a lot.
•W
 hite Oak (Quercus alba)
Likes drier conditions, never wet, part
shade is OK, slightly acidic soils.
•R
 ed Oak (Quercus rubra)
Most shade tolerant of oaks but
needs a few hours of sun, mediummoist soils.
For more information and photos,
search for a “Quercus” species at http://
www.illinoiswildflowers.info/trees/tree_
index.htm. If you do plant an oak tree, a
ground layer of native plants or mulch is
better than lawn underneath. Thanks to
a grant from the Chicago Wilderness
Oak Recovery Program, we were able to
give away many native oaks and hope to
be able to again this Spring. Get your
site ready and be part of oak recovery in
Illinois!
By: Denise Sandoval
Conservation@Home Assistant

www.theconservationfoundation.org
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E D U C A T I O N

Our JUDY
How do we begin to honor an
employee who has shaped the
environmental education program at
The Conservation Foundation, and
indeed the organization itself?
After thirteen years of loving work
opening eyes of all ages to the wonders
of nature, Judy Fitchett, Director of
Youth and Family Programs, retired
over the summer.
In her time here, Judy has worked with
volunteers, teachers, RiverCare monitors,
youth and scout groups, schools and
families, encouraging them to connect
with the natural world around them. She

10
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brought her tremendous gifts of vision to
help shape many of our watershed
protection and education programs. In
the same day, she could
be seen holding strategic meetings with
educators or other partners, and then
donning bug eyes to act out a nature
story with a group of youngsters.
Professional, silly, dedicated,
concerned, committed...That’s our
Judy! Now she is using her talents to
ignite the same spark of wonder in her
two grandbabies that she has in
thousands of other children, and has
also stayed connected to The

www.theconservationfoundation.org

Conservation Foundation. We thank
her for all of the time and care she
has given us, and wish her the very
best in her retirement years!
Carolyn Wagner, who has been one of
our part-time educators for a number
of years, has stepped up to coordinate
our youth education programs. She
sparkles just like Judy, and she has done
great things with area youth already this
fall. Carolyn can be reached at
cwagner@theconservationfoundation.
org or 630-428-4500, Ext. 11.
By: Jill Johnson
Communications Manager

EV E N TS

A N D

PH I L A N T H RO P Y

Joining OUR CAST
OF CHARACTERS

We’d like to welcome the three newest
members of our Board of Trustees: John
Binneboese of Itasca, Tom Bennington
of Downers Grove and Jack Pizzo
of Leland.
John Binneboese
is the Senior Vice
President of Itasca
Bank & Trust Co.
where he has
worked for 35
years. He is active
in the community
as a former member of the Board of
Governors of Elmhurst Memorial
Hospital, and Lake Park High School
Educational Foundation. He has an avid
interest in nature and an ambition to
become a Master Gardener. “While
reaching Eagle Scout, I developed a deep
respect and love for the great outdoors
and its preservation,” said John. “Being
part of the Foundation, I will try and
draw on that emotion in support of the
great works it performs, while learning
about what more I can do to better the
places I live.” John and his wife live in
Itasca, where he was born and raised.

Thomas F.
Bennington, Jr. is
an attorney and
partner with
Lawrence, Kamin,
Saunders &
Uhlenhop. He
currently serves as
a board member and executive
committee member for United Way of
Metropolitan Chicago, a board member
and Vice President for the Boy Scouts of
America, Des Plaines Valley Council,
board member for the Downers Grove
Area Chamber of Commerce and
Industry, and as committee chair for Boy
Scout Troop 99 in Downers Grove. Tom
has also served on the DuPage County
Board and also as a Commissioner for
the Forest Preserve District of DuPage
County, where he became familiar with
The Conservation Foundation. Moving
to the suburbs from rural Illinois and
experiencing a disconnection from
nature is what Tom says made him a true
believer in The Conservation
Foundation’s work. Tom, his wife and
their three Boy Scout sons live in
Downers Grove.

Jack Pizzo is the
owner and founder
of the Pizzo
Companies,
a group of
companies
dedicated to the
protection,
restoration, creation and management
of sustainable landscapes and natural
areas and the people that use and enjoy
them. The Pizzo Companies celebrated
their 25th anniversary last year. Jack
is an amateur photographer and
documentarian of the natural world,
and recently wrote a book for his
Master’s thesis about the benefits of
community green and open spaces. He
presented the book, Green and Natural
Spaces in Your Community: A Guide to
Living With and Managing Naturalized
Landscapes and Natural Areas, at our
Fall Membership and Awards Dinner
November 19th. The Conservation
Foundation holds a conservation
easement on Jack’s extensively restored
business property in DeKalb County.
By: Jill Johnson
Communications Manager

YOUR NATURAL LEGACY
What is the number one reason why people
give to charity? Because they are asked to.
Years ago, a donor and I had routine breakfasts on Thursdays at a
local restaurant in our town. The counter near the door had three
jars, and each of the three was seeking coin donations for local
nonprofits. The donor was familiar with all three of the charities – he
even had friends connected with each of the three organizations.
Despite this, my donor never split his spare change among the three
jars. He always put all his change into the same one jar. I asked him
why. He simply replied, “Because the hole at the top of the jar I give
to is bigger than the other two.”

estate continue to support that charity instead of having their estate
pay taxes to Uncle Sam.
Including The Conservation Foundation in your will is the simplest
way to support a cause you are passionate about. Please
consider this when you talk to your attorney or financial
planner. If you would like our help, please contact me at
(630) 428-4500 x42 or slamorte@
theconservationfoundation.org
– I’d be delighted to assist you.
By: Scott LaMorte, Major Gifts
Officer

Lesson l learned that day: Make a bigger and more obvious ask, and
make it as easy as possible for people to make donations.
The Conservation Foundation relies on donations from our members,
and gifts through planned giving vehicles such as charitable trusts,
life insurance policies and annuities make a big impact. Very simply
put, money in estates can go to one of three places: 1) family, friends
and loved ones, 2) the IRS, or 3) charities. When people support a
nonprofit charitable organization, they would often rather see their
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Save

THE

DATES!

April 24th, 2014:

May 17th, 2014:

5:30 pm to 9 pm

9 am to Noon

Earth Day Benefit Dinner

DuPage River Sweep

Mark your calendar for the annual Earth Day Benefit Dinner, our
most important fundraiser of the year, featuring an exquisite meal
and nature-inspired silent auction. It’s an evening that will reignite
your passion for saving the lands and rivers you love.

Help change continue to flow as a volunteer for the 2014 DuPage
River Sweep. Pick up trash in and along the river at one of several
sites throughout DuPage and Will counties. Sweep registration
will open in mid-February.

We are seeking silent auction donations and sponsorships
at the $1,500, $2,500 and $5,000 levels, and registration will
open in March.

REGISTER AT www.theconservationfoundation.org
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