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From the President

Volunteers have been the backbone of The 
Conservation Foundation since we were founded 
42 years ago. That’s how I first got involved in TCF 
back in 1998.

Our Board of Trustees is comprised of volunteers. 
We have volunteers that help at the McDonald 
Farm, with the annual DuPage River Sweep, with 
our special events and fundraisers, and many  
other activities.

A very special group help at our program office 
location in Montgomery: the Dickson-Murst Farm 
Partners. At our Winter Membership and Awards 
Luncheon in February, we honored the Partners 
with the Paul Butler Memorial Award, presented 
annually to outstanding volunteers. This was the 
first time we have given out the award to a group 
of volunteers. Each one of the Partners individually 
deserves the award, but collectively they are an 
unstoppable force. They organize special events 

at the Dickson-Murst Farm that attract thousands 
of people each year, and help take care of the old 
farm buildings and landscaping. I’ve never seen any 
other volunteer group function as well as they do 
with very little supervision. Simply put… they are 
just AWESOME!

With the warm and fun-loving Dickson-Murst Farm 
Partners, historic farm buildings, shiny new solar 
panels and native landscaping in the works, the 
Dickson-Murst Farm should be on your list of places 
to experience this summer. Come get a dose of 
farm-friendly at the August 24th Day at the Farm 
event, free and fun for the whole family. Some of 
my favorite days are spent at the Dickson-Murst 
Farm with the Dickson-Murst Farm Partners.

See you there!

By: Brook McDonald 
President/CEO

Dickson-Murst Partners: Farm-Friendly

Threshing demonstration at the Dickson-Murst Farm. Youngsters try a hand at milking a cow at 
Spring at the Farm.

The Dickson-Murst Farm Partners.

On behalf of the Dickson-Murst Farm 
Partners, Shorty Dickson accepts the Paul 
Butler Memorial Award from our Board 
Chairman, Dr. Christopher Burke.
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Kendall County

 

This is the story of land being protected. Rather, it’s 
the story of people deciding to do a good thing – 
even when it’d be easier NOT to.

Characters: Kathryn and Steve Graves, who have 
a delightful habit of purchasing land in Kendall 
County and doing good things with it. They’re 
actually the people who first drew our attention to 
our prized Dayton Bluffs property.

Additional character: a company that is one of the 
nation’s leading providers of commercial real estate 
services. We’re talking acquisitions, brokerage, 
development: the whole shot. The Inland Real 
Estate Group. You’ve seen their name on signs all 
over the place.

Inland was managing the sale of 300 acres of land 
along the Fox River, south of Yorkville. Of course it 
comes to the Graves’ attention, and they become 
interested in buying it. It’s nestled right between 
Silver Springs State Park and Hoover Forest Preserve. 
In fact, it’s the largest property in that stretch,  
and would be critical to connecting those  
preserves together. 

So the Graves work with Inland, and it takes a little 
time, but they get down to the end of negotiation, 
figuring they’ve reached a deal. Which is nice, 
because they want to do something good with 
the property. But wait – surprise twist! At the last 
minute, Inland receives an offer that is 50 dollars an 
acre more than the Graves have agreed to. Inland 
has a financial responsibility to the investors who 
own the land to take the highest bid. Oh, well. 
That’s the end of the story. Or it could have been.

But luckily there’s more. The Graves let us know 
their purchase of the property wasn’t going to 
work out. Tony Casaccio, the President of Inland 
Real Estate Development Corporation, is someone 
we have known for a while and who is on our 
Leadership Board. So we got in contact with him 
in hopes that there could still be some kind of 
conservation accomplished on this beautiful piece. 
We explained who the Graves were and what they 
were trying to do and asked if there was a way that 
it could work out. Can you imagine the questions? 

Are they serious? Would they be willing to match 
the other per-acre offer? We’ve got a duty to our 
investors, after all. Would they buy half the property 
– the half by the river – if the other buyer wanted 
the other half? IF we do this, we need to know that 
the Graves will come through. If the other buyer 
does not purchase the other half of the property, 
would the Graves buy it all at the new price? Quite 
a risky proposition. 

Bottom line: the other buyer did pass on purchasing 
the other half, and the Graves came through and 
bought the whole property at the higher price. 

By the way, Kathryn and Steve are now working 
with the Kendall Forest Preserve District to get the 
land into their hands. The District has applied for 
a grant to help purchase the land from the Graves 
and eventually connect it to Hoover. 

We and our future generations thank the Graves 
and Inland’s Chairman & CEO Dan Goodwin for 
putting their necks out to save the Fox River Bluffs 
property. Here’s to heroes and happy endings! This 
story has both.

By: Dan Lobbes 
Director of Land Protection and Kane County Director

To Heroes and Happy Endings: Fox River 
Bluffs Property Preserved

Fox River Bluffs’ Fox River view. Photo: Courtesy Jason Pettit, Kendall County Forest Preserve District

Wooded ravine at Fox River Bluffs.
Photo: Courtesy Jason Pettit, Kendall County  
Forest Preserve District
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Kendall County

A wandering set of solar panels has come to rest 
and tip its 20 faces to the sun at The Conservation 
Foundation’s Dickson-Murst Farm.

Thanks to an incredible donation by WCP Solar 
of Naperville, a 5 kW ground-mount solar 
array has been installed at the farm. The value 
of the system is $25,000, and we anticipate it will 
generate at least 50% of the needed electricity at 
the Dickson-Murst Farm. Not only will it help offset 
our electrical needs, it will serve as a wonderful 
on-the-ground example of the difference home 
and business owners can make by employing these 
technologies. By harnessing the power of the sun, 
we are reducing pollution and our dependence on 
fossil fuels. 

And this isn’t the first time these solar panels have 
seen and used the light of day. They were originally 
donated to the Aurora Green Lights organization to 
put on the area’s (maybe even the state’s) first solar 
powered concert. We are the fiscal agent of Aurora 
Green Lights, and after the event they passed the 

panels on to us for use on one of our properties. 
They are one of the heroes of this story!

We also cannot begin to thank WCP Solar, 
particularly Dr. Ev Walters and Ken Vojtik for their 
tireless work over three weekends to get this sytem 
up and running. And they both agree they could 
not have done it without the help of several of our 
awesome volunteers, who jumped right in to place 
panels, assemble hardware, fill in a trench, and 
schlepp tools and supplies. 

While the modern-looking panels are a perhaps 
unexpected contrast to the farm’s old red barns, 
they just give the sense to visitors and passersby 
that cool things are happening here at the Dickson-
Murst Farm. In the words of Al Busano, Vice 
President at WCP Solar, “Together one step at a 
time, one day at a time we can make this world 
brighter, cleaner and richer!” We’re glad to be a 
stop on that road to the sun.
By: Jill Johnson 
Communications Manager

A Place in the SUN

Rained Out Garden

“Mother Nature” chose to delay it several 

times in April and May, but finally, Saturday, 

May 17 turned out to be a beautiful day to 

plant a rain garden! Numerous volunteers, 

local officials and staff turned out at the newly 

renovated Winrock Pool site in Montgomery 

to plant almost 1,000 native plants.

The rain garden demonstration 

site is sponsored by the 

Oswegoland Park District,  

The Conservation Foundation, 

and the Oswegoland Park and 

Recreation Foundation. 

Besides having the opportunity 

to help plant the garden areas, 

participants were able to learn 

about planting rain gardens at 

home, why they are important 

to help promote rainfall 

infiltration and how they attract 

beneficial wildlife like butterflies 

and songbirds to their beautiful flowers. 

There were plenty of educational materials 

available to take home, also. 

Although at home, downspouts are often the 

main source of stormwater which is directed 

into the rain gardens, the practice is also 

used in commercial settings to help infiltrate 

rainfall runoff from parking lots and other 

impervious surfaces. 

The Oswegoland Park District is using the 

rain gardens to help gather and direct 

rainfall from the pool’s parking area to 

infiltrate it into the soil, instead of allowing 

it to just wastefully run off site and into 

storm sewers. The approximately 5000 sq. ft. 

area is comprised of three parking median 

areas with the curbs cut and sloped to take 

in the rainfall runoff from the parking area. 

Educational signage will also be installed. 

Danielle Ebersole and Deb 

Salois, members of the Kendall 

County TCF Advisory Council 

were members of the planning 

committee.

By: John Church 
Kendall County  
Program Director

Twentieth and last panel is placed!

Volunteers plant a rain garden at the newly renovated Winrock Pool  
in Oswego.

First solar panel is put in place on the 
Dickson-Murst Farm’s 5kW solar array 
donated by WCP Solar.
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Kane County

Over the last three seasons, the students at 
Hillcrest Elementary School and the natural 
areas at Hawthorne Hill Nature Center in 
Elgin have been caring for each other. Mrs. 
Kerwin’s 4th grade class and Mrs. Rojas’ 
5th grade class at Hillcrest participate in The 
Conservation Foundation’s Mighty Acorns 
program, a stewardship-based environmental 
education program that includes in-class and 
outdoor exploration components. 

Mighty Acorns focuses on the key concepts 
of biodiversity, environmental health and the 
stewardship of land and water resources. 
Students adopt a natural area in their 
community – in this case Hawthorne Hill – 
and visit it fall, winter and spring to study 
ecology through hands-on activities, explore 
and do restoration work like invasive species 
removal. “The beautiful thing about Mighty 
Acorns is that there is a give-and-take at each 
visit,” says Carolyn Wagner, The Conservation 
Foundation’s Youth Education Coordinator 
who delivers the Mighty Acorns program at 
Hillcrest Elementary. “The students use the 
land as their laboratory and the 
ecosystems benefit from their 
restoration work.” 

In the Fall, the classes were 
introduced to seed adaptations 
and dispersal methods. Their 
in-class lesson included a seed 
sorting exercise, and to make 
real-world connections by 
thinking about what seeds may 
have inspired modern man-made 
products, i.e. milkweed seed – 
parachute, acorn – helmet, and 
burdock – Velcro. They then 
headed out into the field to 
collect seeds and spread them.

Winter’s theme was animal tracks 
and winter adaptations, and the 

deep snow cover offered a beautiful canvas 
for the children to identify the tracks and 
other animal signs they had studied in the 
classroom. They were able to pick out several 
tracks, owl wing marks, and the always 
popular scat (animal droppings). 

Things got pretty scientific in spring as the 
children learned about the web of life and 
how organisms are connected within their 
habitats. The classroom session introduced 
concepts like abiotic and biotic factors, food 
chains, producers, herbivores and carnivores, 
and how living things interact in nature. 
Turned loose with nets and binoculars, the 
children observed birds and identified several 
macroinvertebrates in a sample of pond water 
from a wetland dip. Their youthful energy 
was then unleashed on the garlic mustard of 
Hawthorne Hill. This turned into a contest of 
who could pull the most of the enemy plants, 
and together the children filled 10 bags!

At the end of the year, two classrooms 
full of kids had been turned into little 

conservationists with a connection to 
and sense of ownership of an important 
natural area in their community. As budgets 
continue to be cut for this sort of invaluable 
curriculum, donor dollars that allow it to be 
carried out in schools like Hillcrest Elementary 
are more important – and more appreciated- 
than ever.

By: Carolyn Wagner Jill Johnson 
Youth Education Coordinator  Communications Manager

Taller Than The Trees: Growing Kids 
Through Mighty Acorns

Hillcrest Elementary students observe nature through  
Mighty Acorns.

Garlic Mustard beware: the Mighty Acorns are a-comin’!
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Will County

Naperville

We are proud to announce that one of 
our fledgling organizations has left the 
nest. The Lower DuPage River Watershed 
Coalition received final determination from 
the U.S. Department of the Treasury and is 
now recognized as a 501(c)(3) non-profit 
organization. This process has taken nearly a 
year but is a big step for a young organization. 

Though they are now officially an 
independent organization, we will continue 
to work closely with and supply staff for 
the Lower DuPage Coalition. Together we 
will be putting on three teacher trainings 
this summer and fall focusing on the Project 
Learning Tree, Growing Up Wild and Project 
Wet curriculums. Preparations will also be 

made for a second round  
of biological assessment  
sampling in the Lower  
DuPage River  
next summer.

By: Jennifer Hammer 
Ecological Restoration and  
Watershed Specialist

As in marriage and business, communication is key in the 

conservation world. We can get so much further if we 

just TALK to each other! To that end, The Conservation 

Foundation hosted a Regional Sustainability Forum at 

Naperville’s City Hall in collaboration with the City of 

Naperville. The idea was to get municipalities, park districts, 

school districts and other service organizations together 

to discuss conservation and environmental issues they are 

dealing with. 

The forum included presentations on chloride in our 

water, handling waste removal at large events and the 

Conservation@Home and Conservation@Work programs, 

followed by an invaluable open-floor discussion. We hope 

this will be just the first of many conversations with the 

goal of working together to improve our communities. 

By: Jan Roehll 
DuPage County Program Director

The Naperville Park District 
has been recognized as 
a leader in sustainable 
development and education 
with The Conservation 
Foundation’s Sustainable 
Development Award. The 
Park District’s work on the 
Knoch Knolls Nature Center, 
currently under construction 
and scheduled to open in 
September, earned them this 
recognition. The Nature Center 
was designed to LEED Platinum standards by Wight & Co., including solar panels, a 
green roof, a cistern that will reuse rainwater for indoor plumbing, a highly efficient 
HVAC system, and natural habitat restoration. 

“The Naperville Park District is impressive. Not only do they provide outstanding 
programs but they also are excellent stewards of our environment,” said Brook 
McDonald, President/CEO of The Conservation Foundation. “The new nature center 
with its sustainable design is another great example of their leadership.”

The Knoch Knolls Nature Center is basically just across the street from The 
Conservation Foundation’s McDonald Farm headquarters. Together the two sites will 
create a campus for environmental education and engagement where children and 
adults alike will learn how to make nature and the care of it part of their daily lives.

Lower DuPage Coalition FledgingLower DuPage Coalition Fledging

Naperville Park District  
Earns Sustainability  
Award

Sustaining 
Conversation

Naperville Park District’s Ray McGury and Ron Ory accepting the 
Park District Sustainability Award. 



8        The Heron  |  Summer 2014  |  www.theconservationfoundation.org

DuPage County

Picture the intersection of Route 53 and 
Butterfield Road. You’ve probably driven 
by it many times. On the northeast corner 
of the intersection there is a vacant parcel. 
It used to have a gas station on it, though 
that’s been gone for 15 years now. It is largely 
unremarkable, except for one thing: its location. 

The very busy intersection makes this 2.24-
acre site attractive to new businesses. In fact, 
within the past year or so, an option was 
purchased on the property to build what 
would have been the largest gas station and 
car wash complex in DuPage County. 

Local opposition to this concept was strong 
and loud. In addition to its being a great site 
for business, this property is adjacent to the 
busiest park property owned by Butterfield 
Park District, a small park district serving 
unincorporated Lombard and Glen Ellyn. The 
existing park hosts a recreation center, tennis 
courts and a very popular pool. 

Though Butterfield 
Park District was really 
interested in acquiring 
this property, they 
faced a huge obstacle 
– lack of immediate 
funds. But tight spots 
like that are where 
The Conservation 
Foundation fits in 
perfectly! Thanks to 
the financial support 
of our donors and a 
strong relationship 
with Itasca Bank & Trust, we were able to 
purchase the property for $1.5 million and 
will hold onto it for a year or two while the 
Butterfield Park District secures needed grants 
and does some community fundraising to buy 
it from us. In the land protection world, this 
is called a Buy and Hold transaction, and it’s 
one of the things we do best. 

 
This is Chapter 1 in the process of preserving 
this property. We will work with Butterfield 
Park District and the community to identify 
and obtain the funds needed to make this 
property a park forever.

By: Dan Lobbes 
Director of Land Protection and Kane County Director

The week of Earth Day was a busy one at Wight and Company, 
located in Darien. The company received a Conservation@Work 
certification from the Conservation Foundation for the sustainable 
landscape at their headquarters. Fittingly, the certification was 
presented by Brook McDonald to a group of Wight employees 
while they were planting the first garden seedlings in their recently-
constructed community garden. 

The garden is tended to by Wight employees, one of the many ideas 
their employees have used to practice sustainability on their worksite. 
Wight has partnered on projects with The Conservation Foundation 
in the past, and they have been on the forefront of sustainability for 
many years. Their Chief Sustainability Officer, Lois Vitt-Sale, was on 
hand for the certification ceremony as was the company’s Chairman 
and CEO, Mark Wight. 

By: Scott LaMorte 
Major Gifts Officer

Out of Gas: Chapter 1 of a Conservation Story

Sustainability:  
The Wight Way
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Other Places We Work

I never really was aware of it until fairly 
recently, but the area of Illinois known as 
Starved Rock Country was the setting for 
some of my most poignant memories! When 
I was growing up in Kendall County, it was 
a frequent day-trip destination, and as kids 
we eagerly soaked up the history and feeling 
of wildness. Waterfalls, rocky canyons, sheer 
drops, tales of Indian battles and murders – it 
had it all! We felt like we were in another 
world, and we were less than an hour from 
home. I remember lots of picnics, and lots of 
great family times.

As we got a little older, Starved Rock Country 
became the scene of weekend adventures with 
groups of friends, day-after-prom canoe trips, 
and more family hikes. Love even blossomed 
for me under the colorful fall canopies of 
Starved Rock and Mathiessen State Parks, and 
my husband and I were married in the lodge at 
Starved Rock on November 11th, 2001. We’ve 
returned nearly every year since, and now we 
visit with my parents and our two little girls to 
watch eagles and try to find the spot where 
our names are carved in St. Peter sandstone 
along the Fox River.

Over the past 11 years, my work with The 
Conservation Foundation has revealed even 
more of Starved Rock Country’s treasures 
to me – hidden caves, eagle’s nests, heron 
rookeries. And now with our purchase of the 
Dayton Bluffs Preserve, I’ve gotten to tread 
on the sacred ground of pioneer cemeteries 
and Native American burial grounds. This is 
the stuff of storybooks, and it’s all less than 60 
minutes from Naperville. 

From rugged trails to wineries, backcountry 
camping to upscale B&Bs and resorts, 
adrenaline-charged adventures to quiet 
overlooks, this land where three waterways 
meet has something for every mood, every 
budget, every whim. And if you are a 
supporter of The Conservation Foundation, 
you became part of it with the preservation 
of Dayton Bluffs. Starved Rock Country has 
welcomed us with open arms, and sees 
the Dayton Bluffs Preserve as a wonderful 
addition to what this unique area has to offer.

Come fill your senses with the sights, sounds 
and tastes of Starved Rock Country. Your 
relationships will flourish, your spirits will soar. 
And you’ll have spent less on gas than you 
did on coffee last week. 
By: Jill Johnson 
Communications Manager

Get Away To Starved Rock CountryOut of Gas: Chapter 1 of a Conservation Story

Jill’s  
Starved Rock  
Country Favorites
Dining
•  Starved Rock Lodge - Brunch

•  Canalport Restaurant, Utica 
(Breaded Cauliflower is amazing!)

Lodging
•  Brightwood Inn, Oglesby

•  Heritage Harbor Resort, Ottawa

•  The Willows, Utica

Nursery/Flowers
•  Garden’s Gate, Ottawa

Enjoying Nature
•  Starved Rock and Mathiessen  

State Parks

•  Catlin Park, Route 71 outside  
of Ottawa

• Dayton Bluffs Preserve, Ottawa

Photo: Courtesy Michael Stout

Photo: Courtesy Michael Stout

Postcard: Courtesy Heritage Harbor
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People & Philanthropy

While she certainly deserves the rest after 
nearly 20 years of service, Betty Bradshaw’s 
retirement from our Board of Trustees has 
been difficult to accept! Betty is one of the 
nicest people in the world. She never has 
an unkind thing to say and her self-effacing 
manner always puts those around her at 
ease. While we all stood in awe of her quiet 
generosity, she would remind us that she was 
“just a farm girl.”

When Betty joined the Board of Trustees 
in 1995 The Conservation Foundation was 
a very different organization. With just 2 
employees, we served only DuPage County 
from a small office in Wheaton. Betty’s 
husband, Jerry Bradshaw, had served on the 
Board and Betty took over his seat when he 
passed away. Betty had met Brook McDonald, 

our President/CEO, a 
few years prior when 
she served as a volunteer 
at Lincoln Marsh where 
Brook was the Manager. 
Betty and her friends 
spent hours driving a 
Gator and spreading 
wood chips on the trails.

Betty’s unwavering 
support over these 
past twenty years 
has transformed The 
Conservation Foundation. 
We now have 16 staff, 
serve 7 counties, and 
work from 2 offices. 
Though she wants no 
attention for it, Betty’s 
guidance, thoughtfulness 
and unrelenting passion 
for the environment 
played a huge role in 
making all of this possible, 
and we give her our most 
heartfelt thanks.

Though Betty will be dearly missed, we 
are overjoyed to welcome Dr. Sunil Chand 
to our Board of Trustees. Sunil is Professor 
and Director of the doctorate program at 
Benedictine University’s Center for Higher 
Education and Organizational Change in 
Lisle, which seeks to prepare mid-career 
professionals for leadership positions in higher 
education. His four decades as a teacher and 
administrator in higher education began as a 
faculty member and English Department head 
at St. Stephen’s College in Delhi, India. Sunil 
has held leadership positions at The American 
University in London, Cuyahoga Community 
College in Ohio, Illinois’ Triton College and 
most recently the College of DuPage, where 
he was President. 

In addition to his extensive professional 
publications and accolades, Sunil has served 

on many local, state 
and national civic and 
educational boards 
and commissions. He 
earned his doctorate 
in Literature from 
Kent State University, 
Ohio, and earlier 
degrees in English 
from Delhi University, Delhi, India. He lives in 
Wheaton with his wife Cynthia and enjoys 
film, art, theater, time with his children and 
grandchildren, and travelling to India. Sunil 
embodies the same spirit of wisdom and 
reverence for the natural world that are so 
forthcoming in Betty, and we are grateful to 
have his guidance on our Board of Trustees. 
Welcome, Sunil!

By: Chere Hayes  
Director of Advancement

Jill Johnson 
Communications Manager

A Changing of the Guard

Betty Bradshaw’s support and guidance over the past twenty years has transformed 
The Conservation Foundation.

Dr. Sunil Chand
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People & Philanthropy

Olin Neill Emmons, a staunch supporter 
and former Trustee of The Conservation 
Foundation, passed away at 97 years of 
age in May. Neill was a savvy and respected 
financial professional in the Chicago area, 
and was one of the first professionals in 
Illinois to earn certification as both a Certified 
Public Accountant and a Chartered Financial 
Analyst. His professional achievements could 
fill volumes, and he brought all of those 
decades of experience to his conscientious 
service on our Board of Trustees.

Neill’s love of the land and his deep 
conservation ethic were born on his family’s 
property south of Plano in Kendall County, 
where he and his wife Parkie (who passed 
away in 2007) moved in the 1960s. These 
60 heavily wooded acres, known as Emmons 

Woods, were Neill and Parkie’s pride and joy; 
they would both light up as they talked about 
what wildflowers they had seen blooming 
on daily walks with their beloved German 
Shepherds. Even as they aged – I think more 
as they aged – they were in love with the 
land and in love with each other. I was always 
enchanted in their presence.

In 1997, Neill and Parkie placed easements 
on their property through the Illinois 
Nature Preserves Commission, ensuring 
its preservation for future generations. 
Emmons Woods boasts more than 100 native 
woodland species, which is thought to be 
the most of any of the more than 500 nature 
preserves in Illinois. 

Though now Neill and Parkie have both 
passed on, the land they preserved will 

remain forever to speak to their strength and 
vivaciousness, and the stewardship ethic that 
was their way of life. 
By: Jill Johnson 
Communications Manager

A record crowd of well over 500 people 
flocked to our 2014 Earth Day Benefit 
Dinner on April 24th to share their passion 
for saving our region’s wild places. Warm 
greetings were followed by tasty mashed 
potato martinis as guests perused the nature-
inspired silent auction, the Wall of Wine and 
enjoyed catching up with friends and business 
associates. After a touching video donated 
by Sikich, those in attendance showed their 
commitment to our mission by collectively 
donating more than $25,000 in less than 
ten minutes. All told, the evening raised 
$150,000 for the protection of northeastern 
Illinois’ precious natural lands and resources. 

We are truly grateful to the attendees, 
volunteers, silent auction donors and the 
sponsors listed here for supporting the Earth 
Day Benefit Dinner. You make it possible for 
our mission to be carried forward.
By: Chere Hayes  
Director of Advancement

Life Well Lived

The Best Earth Day Yet!

Neill and Parkie Emmons.

Platinum Level Sponsors
Christopher B. Burke 
 Engineering, Ltd.

Janet & James D’Ambrosio

Integrated Graphics, Inc.

Itasca Bank & Trust Co.

Molex Incorporated

S & E Bramsen Foundation

Sikich LLP

Spraying Systems Co.

Kay Stephens

The Pizzo Group

Stephen & Liz Van Arsdell

Silver Level Sponsors
Tom & Tracey Bennington

Betty Bradshaw

Cantigny

Chapman & Cutler

Pete & Kathie Connolly

Jeff & Jennifer Duncan

Engineering Resource 
 Associates, Inc.

Forest Preserve District  
 of DuPage County

Forest Preserve District  
 of Kane County

Forest Preserve District  
 of Will County

Fox Valley Park District

Gary R. Weber  
 Associates, Inc.

Gee-Schussler Insurance

Geosyntec Consultants

Nancy Hamill Winter

Ben & Lois Heaton

Heritage Harbor Ottawa

Jim & Sharon Huck

Inland Real Estate Group

Steve & June Keibler

Paul & Eileen LeFort

Nicor

Parks & Recreation 
 Foundation of  
 Addison Park District

Tom & Marge Schneider

V3 Companies

Ed Vendel

Waste Management

Wheaton Bank & Trust

Wheaton Park District

Wight & Company

Wills Burke Kelsey
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Day at the Farm
August 24th, 10am to 4pm 
The Conservation Foundation’s Dickson-Murst Farm 
See Page 3 for more information!

McDonald Farm Fall Festival
September 7th, 11am to 4pm • McDonald Farm, Naperville
Enjoy a family day on McDonald Farm’s 60 peaceful acres. We’ll have 

hayrides, games, live music, native landscaping presentations, farm tours, 

tasty vittles and lots of nature exploration opportunities, and admission and 

parking are free!

Beyond the Basics: Making Green Stormwater 
Practices Pay Off For Your Community

September 9th and 10th
Beyond the Basics has grown to be THE seminar for stormwater 

professionals, and thanks to a partnership with the Illinois Environmental 

Protection Agency, we are extending it to a two-day event this year. 

September 9th will be held at the Morton Arboretum and offer two 

pre-seminar options: a workshop on watershed-based plans and ordinance 

reviews or a tour of local green stormwater projects.

September 10th, the main seminar day, will be held at Bobak’s Signature 

Events and offer 3 concurrent tracks with 4 sessions plus a keynote session 

on innovative funding options for green stormwater projects and programs, 

led by Charlotte Kaiser, The Nature Conservancy, and Eron Bloomgarden, 

EKO Asset Management Partners. This session will conclude with a 

presentation by Rebeca Bell, Bluestem Communications, on developing 

better public communication strategies to increase long-term success of 

green infrastructure projects. 

Visit  
www.theconservationfoundation.org/gobeyond  

for registration, sponsorship and  
exhibitor opportunities.

Upcoming Events


