The Dayton Bluffs Preserve

Welcome to the Dayton Bluffs Preserve!

This 253-acre natural area preserve is owned by The Conservation Foundation and leased to the City of Ottawa. The
City takes care of the day-to-day operations of the preserve and enforces all of the city rules and regulations
pertaining to parks. The Friends of the Dayton Bluffs, a local volunteer group, helps with the continued restoration
and management of the preserve’s natural and historic resources. They hold volunteer work days the second
Saturday of each month (see inside for more information).
The preserve is located at 2997 Illinois Rt. 71, just ¾ mile south of the I-80/Rt. 71 interchange in Ottawa. There is a
small gravel parking area, a kiosk with information, portable bathroom, and mowed trails that meander along the
edges of the woods (see map on back panel). The preserve is open sun-up to sundown seven days a week. We ask
that you respect this land by keeping your vehicles in the parking lot and litter in the proper containers located in the
parking area. Please report any suspicious activity to the Ottawa Police Department at (815) 433-2131.
This land was purchased by The Conservation Foundation in July 2013 for approximately $2.1 million. The
acquisition was funded with 100 percent private money from the Illinois Clean Energy Community Foundation,
Grand Victoria Foundation and the Hamill Family Foundation.
We are all grateful for their financial support!
The Dayton Bluffs Preserve is one of nearly 200 properties The
Conservation Foundation has helped preserve since its creation in
1972, properties which total more than 33,000 acres of land.

2997 Illinois Route 71
Ottawa, IL

The Dayton Bluffs Preserve is open sun-up to sundown, seven days a week

and is subject to the rules, regulations and ordinances of the City of Ottawa. All plants, animals, and
natural and historical objects are protected by law.

About The Dayton Bluffs Preserve
Project: The Dayton Bluffs pr eser ves 253 acr es
and one mile of riverfront along the Fox River. The
land was purchased by The Conservation Foundation
for approximately $2.1 million. Of the 253 acres,
approximately 154 acres are forested and 99 acres are
farmland/fields that have been converted to prairie.
The city of Ottawa leases the land for $1/year and is
responsible for general maintenance, security and
daily public access.

About The Conservation Foundation

Established in 1972 by business and community leaders, The Conservation Foundation is a

not-for-profit land and watershed protection organization serving northeastern Illinois. The
mission of the Foundation is to improve the health of our communities by preserving open
space and natural lands, protecting rivers and watersheds, and promoting stewardship of our
environment. The support of more than 4,000 members and 500 volunteers helps us
achieve our mission every day. Our main office is located at the 60-acre McDonald Farm in
Naperville, and we also have a program office in Montgomery at the Dickson-Murst Farm.

Ecological Restoration: The Conser vation
Foundation is responsible for the site’s ecological
restoration and management. The initial restoration
plan focused on invasive species removal in the
woodlands and soil stabilization and weed control in
the open planted prairie fields. Some areas in the open
fields will be planted with native trees and shrubs.
The volunteer “Friends of Dayton Bluffs” is
always looking for volunteers and hold
restoration work days each month on the
second Saturday, 8 a.m.– noon.
Call The Conservation Foundation’s office at
(630) 428-4500 Ext. 114 for more info.

Key features: The land has been her alded as high in quality by ecologists for
having 162 species of plants with a Floristic Quality Index (FQI) of 59. Anything
rated more than a 50 FQI is considered of statewide significance. It also has layers
of glacial deposits over shale which is different from the prevailing local sandstone
bluffs along the river. The preserve has been designated as a Land and Water
Reserve by the Illinois Nature Preserves Commission, providing additional
protections.
Several important archeological sites have been discovered on the property,
including Native American burial mounds and campsites, and a pioneer cemetery.
These sites are protected by law.
How the public can participate:
 Volunteer to help restore the land. Call (630) 428-4500, Ext. 114 to see how
you or your group can help.
 Future plans for the property include hiking trails, picnic areas and education
amenities for public enjoyment. It will also be a prime educational site for
nearby students and citizens to learn about local ecology and history.

The Conservation Foundation
Our Pets Need Nature Too!

Your four-legged friends are welcome to
enjoy Dayton Bluffs as long as they are
kept on a leash and all messes are cleaned
up. We ask everyone to respect
the Preserve’s wildlife and
natural and historic resources.

McDonald Farm Headquarters
10S404 Knoch Knolls Rd., Naperville
P630-428-4500 F630-428-4599

Dickson-Murst Farm Program Office
2550 Dickson Rd, Montgomery
P630-553-0687 F630-553-0742
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