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W e l c o M e

at some point in our lives, we have  
an opportunity to meet and work with 
some really extraordinary people. but, 
there are a few that really stand out and 
make a huge impact on you. one of 
these is stephen Van arsdell.

steve retired from our board of Trustees 
after serving for 25 years. He was 
hand-picked by our founder brooks 
Mccormick to be the treasurer for the 
board back in the mid-80’s. and as steve 
would tell you, when Mr. Mccormick 
asked you to do something, you didn’t 
say “no.” 

steve is currently the chairman and 
ceo for Deloitte & Touche, one of the 
largest accounting firms in the world, 
and we recently honored him at our 
earth Day benefit Dinner in april. 
During his time on the board, I would 
often get emails from him at 2 a.m. from 
some far off place around the world. In 
responding the following morning, I 
would always ask him if he ever sleeps. 
He would often respond with “sure, on 
the plane.”

steve is one of those people who says  
the “right thing, at the right time, all the 
time.” His comments and suggestions 
are always dead-on target. better yet, he’s 
sincere. He lives in naperville with his 

very talented wife, liz , and raised their 
six children there. both steve and liz 
co-chaired our successful campaign for 
conservation a few years ago, helping to 
secure $3 million to help us preserve 
more land and move the organization 
forward.

I can honestly say steve is one of the 
most outstanding persons I have ever 

met in my life. I am glad to know him, 
and hope that some of his qualities have 
rubbed off on me. Thank you, steve,  
for being a great Trustee, supporter, 
conservationist, and role model for all of 
us here at The conservation foundation.
By: Brook McDonald, President/CEO

My fellow staff members and I believe  
in the mission of The Conservation 
Foundation with unrelenting passion, 

but continually face the challenge of 
bringing that mission to life and making 
it heard among all of the other messages 
out there with a marketing budget that 
is slim to none. Our friends at Sikich 
Graphic Design and Marketing Services 
of Naperville have made our mission 
into visual art with unfailing generosity. 
They donate the graphic design of The 
Heron, the Earth Day Benefit Dinner 
invitations and programs and many 
other pieces, and each year create the 
touching videos that have become a 
highlight of the Benefit Dinner.

“We love what we do and we love the 
mission of the Foundation,” said Mike 

Stout, Senior Creative Director at Sikich. 
“Designing The Heron and other 
Foundation marketing materials is a way 
we can use our skill set to give back,  
to show what we can do to other 
businesses, and to help further a 
worthwhile cause. Giving back to the 
community is very important to Sikich… 
It is a huge part of the culture here and 
is fostered in projects like this.” 

I just wanted to take a moment in this 
issue of The Heron to recognize the 
many contributions of our friends at 
Sikich. We cannot thank you enough! 

By: Jill Johnson

Mentor, Heartfelt leader  
REtiRES FRoM boaRD aFtER 25 YEaRS

SikiCH GivES aRtiStRY to MiSSion

Steven Van Arsdell (left) and Brook McDonald

Mike Stout hard at work on The Heron!



4 Summer 2012    The Conservation Foundation    www.theconservationfoundation.org

 l a n D  

The forest Preserve District of Will 
county’s “bassinet set” has a new arrival 
to announce. Thanks to the May 2012 
purchase of the Rose boughton property 
in Plainfield, the DuPage River 
Greenway has been born!

like the few 
trees that have 
persevered 
through the hot 
summer winds 
and the frigid 
winter blasts 
coming across 
the farm fields, 
Rose boughton 
stood tall and 
straight, looking 
out over her 
family’s farm in 
Plainfield. Rose 
is the last of the 
generations of 
boughtons that 
have cared for 
this land. The 
community of 

farmers that she knew growing up have 
all gone now, too, having sold their 
properties to developers and 
businessmen over the years. at long last, 
it was time for Rose to leave. 

but Rose chose a different path. Working 
with The conservation foundation, 
Rose was able to forge an agreement with 
the forest Preserve District of Will 
county for the sale of nearly 100 acres of 
land. The boughton property will join 
the neighboring farm and the Kropp 
property that was purchased by the 
forest Preserve District a few years back 
to form a new preserve along the banks 
of the DuPage River. The neighbor’s 
farm was purchased earlier by the forest 
Preserve District – not from another 
farmer, but from a bank. The developer 
that owned the land had gone out of 
business in the economic downturn. 

Plans for the new preserve include 
hiking and biking trails along the scenic 
DuPage River, providing a new place for 
the community of folks in the Plainfield 
area to take a breath, get some exercise 
and enjoy nature. We hope Rose’s 
ancestors would be proud.
By: Dan Lobbes

When the conservation easement tax 
incentive expired at the end of 2011,  
it was a major blow to landowners  
and groups like The conservation 
foundation looking to preserve private 
land through conservation easements. 
Property owners with modest incomes 
now receive little tax benefit from 
restricting what may be their family’s 
most valuable asset. but conservation 
easement Incentive act H.R. 1964 
would change all of that.

More than three hundred U.s. 
Representatives have co-sponsored the 
act that would make permanent the 
recently expired incentive. by allowing 
easement donors to deduct a larger 
portion of their income over a longer 
period of time, H.R. 1964 will help 

thousands of family farmers, ranchers, 
and forest owners afford to conserve 
their land by retiring its development 
rights in a conservation easement. 

“We have seen firsthand the dramatic 
impact the incentive has had in helping 
landowners permanently conserve open 
space such as important farmland, 
forests, and wildlife habitat in the 
western suburbs and across the nation,” 
said brook McDonald, President/ceo 
of The conservation foundation. “This 
land helps keep our water and air clean, 
and serves as the ‘ultimate tax cap’ by 
keeping land open and undeveloped for 
future generations.” 

landowners working through The 
conservation foundation alone have 
preserved more than 1,200 acres of land 

in DuPage, Kane, Kendall, Will, 
DeKalb, lasalle and cook counties 
through 34 conservation easements on 
private lands. 

a remarkable 309 Representatives 
-- majorities of Republicans and 
Democrats -- have agreed to co-sponsor 
the conservation easement Incentive 
act (H.R. 1964). That’s more than any 
other tax bill currently pending before 
congress! However, the bill was never 
acted on. as we gear up for a new 
legislative year, readers are encouraged  
to contact their representatives and 
senators. Visit www.landtrustalliance.
org/policy/tax-matters/campaigns/
how-you-can-help for fact sheets and  
the latest information on the bill.

By: Brook McDonald and Dan Lobbes

DuPage River Greenway iS boRn!

one Thing congress agrees on: 
lanD ConSERvation iS a GooD tHinG

Wolf Creek, a tributary to the DuPage River, babbles happily across a 
corner of the Boughton property on its way to the DuPage.
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A Springbrook Prairie morning as seen from near Naper/Plainfield Road entrance. Courtesy of Michael Stout

Now you may drive around 
and think there isn’t any 
open space left to preserve in 
DuPage County, but there is. 

every day, as 
those of us who 
live or work here 
drive through 
DuPage county 
on our daily 
commute or to 
get our children 
to school or their 
next activity, we 
may pass a park 
or preserve. even 
though we may 
not have an 
opportunity to 
stop and take  
a break because  
of our hectic 
schedules, we  

get visual relief from the strip malls and 
houses. There is less traffic congestion.  
I would rather drive down book Road, 
with springbrook Prairie on both sides, 
than ogden avenue. We are very lucky 
that the founders of The conservation 

foundation and the forest Preserve 
District of DuPage county had the 
vision more than twenty years ago to 
develop a plan to protect open space in 
DuPage county. a large portion of this 
open space plan was made possible 

because the residents of the county saw 
the importance of preserving land and 
voted to approve nearly $150 million in 
referenda to acquire open space since 
1993. We saw the county growing at 
such a rapid rate that we knew it was 
just a matter of time before it was all 
gone and voted for what we thought was 
best for us and our children’s future.

now you may drive around and think 
there isn’t any open space left to preserve 
in DuPage county, but there is. and 
that is the focus of The conservation 
foundation’s newest project. The 
foundation received a grant from the 
Grand Victoria foundation and The 
DuPage community foundation to 
prepare an open space plan to complete 
the vision that was started four decades 
ago. for the next year, a steering 
committee consisting of various 
concerned citizens, park districts, cities, 
villages and the forest preserve district 
will be meeting to develop a new open 
space plan for DuPage county and 
make connections between the parks and 
preserves through trails, land links and 
waterways. We want to revitalize the 
original open space planning effort and 
complete what was started forty years 
ago. We want to complete the vision. 

By: Jan Roehll

a Renewed Vision 
FoR oPEn SPaCE in DUPaGE CoUntY

Jan Roehll, new 
DuPage County 
Program Director at 
The Conservation 
Foundation, is 
overseeing the effort  
to update the Open 
Space Plan for  
DuPage County.
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Stephen McCracken (far left) shown with Village of Glendale Heights representatives (L-R) Chuck 
Fonte, Water Pollution Control Facility Manager and Rachael Kaplan, Director of Public Works

Stephen McCracken (far left) shown with Village of Bartlett representatives (L-R) Ron Johnson, 
Wastewater Treatment Plant Supervisor (retired) and Paul Kuester, Director of Public Works

congratulations to the Village of 
bartlett and the Village of Glendale 
Heights, whose wastewater treatment 
facilities on the DuPage River were 
given clean Water awards for 
performance above and beyond permit 
standards and showing ongoing 
commitment to keeping our local rivers 
clean and healthy. 

both environmental facilities are 
contributing to the recovery of our 
local streams and have been singled out 
by The conservation foundation. 

We would also like to thank and 
recognize volunteer Don schuman who 
has been helping to monitor the water 
quality data obtained for each of the 
wastewater treatment plants for  
twenty years.
By: Jill Johnson

clean Water awaRDS GivEn 

Great partnerships make people’s lives better. 
2012 marks our tenth anniversary of just such a 
partnership with the DuPage County Stormwater 
Management Division to create and deliver a 
county-wide water quality education program. 
The primary goals are to educate the people 
who live, work, and recreate in DuPage County 
about their impact on our water resources and 
to develop and distribute educational materials 
throughout the County. Secondary goals of the 
program are meeting the six minimum control 
measures required by National Pollutant 
Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Phase II 
permit holders and developing partnerships 
with other entities to fulfill stormwater 
education requirements. 

While everyone has an impact on water resources 
in a watershed, the stormwater education 
program focuses on five groups: school systems, 
technical audiences, landowners, recreational 
users, and the media. Results of our work 
together: 210 tons of trash removed from the 
DuPage River, hundreds of homes certified for 

their environmentally-friendly practices, 
thousands of children engaged in hands-on 
stewardship of natural areas in the County, 
thousands of storm drains stenciled, and the 
opportunity for thousands and thousands of 
people to participate in the care of our natural 
world. In addition, DuPage County has 
continued to lead the area in promoting best 
management practices for effective and 
sustainable ways to manage stormwater 
in our communities. A report detailing 
DuPage County-sponsored activities for 
this past year can be found at our website 
or at www.dupagerivers.org.

We are very fortunate to have had strong 
support from County Board Member Jim Zay, 
Chairman of the Stormwater Management 
Planning Committee, as well as Director Tony 
Charlton and the staff of DuPage County’s 
Stormwater Management Division. We look 
forward to another ten years of partnership with 
the County!   By: Dan Lobbes & Tara Neff

CElEbRatinG tEn YEaRS oF woRkinG FoR 
ClEanER watER witH DUPaGE CoUntY
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Question: What’s a 
simple way to help 
make your water 
cleaner, in less than an 
hour, right on the street where you live?

Answer: storm Drain stenciling

It’s that simple. More importantly, it’s 
impactful. Many communities in 
DuPage county have not been stenciled 

thoroughly or need assistance in 
updating signage next to storm drains. 
storm Drain stenciling materials are 
available to DuPage county residents 
through The conservation foundation’s 
partnership with the DuPage county 
stormwater Management Division. 
along with stenciling, fish shaped door 

hangers may also be hung  
on doors of residences or 
businesses to educate about 
simple steps to reduce or 
eliminate pollution  
entering drains. 

according to the Illinois environmental 
Protection agency, stormwater runoff, a 
type of “non-point source” pollution, is 
now one of the leading causes of surface 
water pollution. some of the steps to 
reduce this “non-point source” pollution 
include not using coal tar sealcoating  

on asphalt driveways, sweeping 
driveways clean instead of hosing them, 
eliminating fertilizer entering drains,  
and properly disposing of pet waste, 
motor oil, paint, solvents, pesticides  
and antifreeze befoRe they reach  
our storm drains and eventually our 
water supply. 

To make an impact this season just 
outside your front door, contact sue 
George at 630-428-4500, ext. 22 or 
sgeorge@theconservationfoundation.org 
for details and to reserve your free 
supplies. assistance for areas outside  
of DuPage county is also available. 
General program information  
can be found at  
www.theconservationfoundation.org 
(search storm Drain stenciling).
By: Sue George

clean Water StaRtS on YoUR StREEt 

Creek Chub (Semotilus atromaculatus), East Branch 
DuPage River 2011

five months after the churchill Woods 
dam was removed, Johnny Darters and 
creek chubs had moved into the 
five-mile stretch of the east branch 
DuPage River that flows through 
Glendale Heights and bloomingdale. It 
has been more than seventy years since 
these two fish species have been seen 
here. one primary goal of the churchill 
Woods dam removal project was to 
allow fish passage; the speed at which 
they made the trip was a very pleasant 
surprise! Johnny Darters and creek 
chubs are both native river fish and 
their movement into the upper east 
branch means that the river segment will 
receive a higher score in the state’s river 
assessment. That’s good news for 
regulated communities discharging to 
the river; increasing fish biodiversity in 
local streams is a vital part of meeting 
the goals of the clean Water act.

a survey conducted by the DuPage 
River salt creek Workgroup (DRscW) 
in 2007 found both species downstream 

of the dam but neither 
upstream. These findings 
match those of the forest 
Preserve District’s surveys 
conducted in the 1980s. In 
august 2011, post-dam 
removal, both species were 
found at six of seven survey 
sites in the area between 
crescent boulevard in Glen ellyn and 
Glen ellyn Road in bloomingdale. The 
furthest upstream they were recorded by 
september 2011 was just north of army 
Trail Road, five miles north of their most 
upstream 2007 position. 

The dam was originally built in the 
1930’s as part of the Works Progress 
administration to create a 31- acre 
impoundment. During the dam removal 
process, the impoundment area was 
partially drained, thereby restoring some 
river functions. DRscW will continue 
to monitor these sites to see if other 
species including smallmouth bass, 
blackstripe topminnow and rock bass 

will follow. smallmouth and rock bass 
are present in relatively high numbers 
several miles downstream of the former 
dam location. 

The dam removal project was a 
collaborative effort of the DuPage 
county stormwater Management 
Division, the forest Preserve District of 
DuPage county and the DRscW. It 
was partially funded by a grant from the 
Illinois environmental Protection 
agency under their 319 grant program. 
The conservation foundation is a 
founding member of the DRscW and 
supplies staff to the organization.

By: Stephen McCracken & Tara Neff 

look Who’s back 
in town!
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We’ve seen it all across the region 
through our Conservation@Home 
program – rain barrels are popping up 
everywhere, and many gardeners are 
trading begonias for butterfly weed in 
their planting beds. Conservation 
concepts are catching on in yards all 
across northeastern Illinois. 

But let’s face it – so much of our lives are 
spent at work! Why not apply these same 
concepts to church and school grounds 
and corporate campuses, often very large 
and with great potential to impact our 
water resources and visual enjoyment? 
That’s just what Conservation@Work, the 
newest program of The Conservation 
Foundation, aims to do.

Conservation@Work 
will provide advice for 
businesses looking to 
convert from a 
“traditional” landscape 
to a more natural one, 
and will recognize those who have 
incorporated native plantings and 
stormwater best management practices 
for their efforts. In addition to their 
environmental impact, these measures 
can provide important benefits to the 
company in reduction of mowing costs 
and overall maintenance. And peaceful 
spots to spend their break time in leads to 
happier employees!

We have already certified several area 

church, school and corporate campuses 
such as Lewis University, Keson Industries, 
Rush-Copley Medical Center, an Aurora 
Fire Station and LaSalle Manor. To 
become the next Conservation@Work 
certified business or just for help getting 
started, contact Jim Kleinwachter at 
jkleinwachter@
theconservationfoundation.org or 
630-553-0687, Ext. 302.

By: Jill Johnson and Jim Kleinwachter

The past, present and future are 
represented in the stormwater 
management improvements made  
to naper settlement in 2011. These 
conservation-minded updates earned  
the living history museum a sustainable 
Development award from The 
conservation foundation, which was 
presented at our Winter Membership  
& awards Dinner in february. 

This $2.3 million project used 
innovative stormwater management 
techniques to address ongoing 
stormwater and flooding issues that have 
affected the site, its historic buildings 
and surrounding neighborhood. 
Renovations to the 12-acre museum 
campus included replacing over 42,000 
sq ft of asphalt pathway and parking 
with installation of environmentally-
friendly permeable interlocking concrete 
pavers, installing 8 rain gardens, 7 
infiltration zones, 2 cisterns, a bioswale 
and rain barrels. 

With a mission of preservation and 
education, naper settlement can make 
connections for visitors between how 

people historically 
captured, 
conserved and 
used water as a 
resource and best 
management 
practices such as these employed  
at the museum today. We applaud 
their efforts.

bRinGinG ConSERvation@HoME
to woRk

naper settlement: 
PRESERvinG tHE PaSt 
anD tHE FUtURE 

The Settlement employed many conservation techniques such as native plantings (top),  
rain barrels (middle), and semi-permeable paving (bottom). Photos courtesy of Naper Settlement.

 c o n s e R V a T I o n @ H o M e  s H o W c a s e  
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on any given day this spring, visitors  
to The conservation foundation’s 
McDonald farm in naperville may have 
had their arrival delayed by a parade of 
excited schoolchildren shuffling up the 
driveway to learn about a variety of 
science topics through one of our  
school programs. 

fall 2011 through spring 2012 was a 
record-breaking season for our youth 
education programs. our dedicated 
part-time education staff worked hard  
to provide a range of programs to more 
than 2,500 students in grades pre-K 
through high school. In a 2-month 
period this spring alone just under  
1,100 students ages pre- K to 5th grade 
participated in activities on a variety of 

topics from seeds and soil, to how water 
shapes the earth, renewable resources, 
and biodiversity and stewardship. This  
is approximately double the number  
of youth reached in previous years. 
Programs were held at McDonald  
farm or in schools in West chicago, 
naperville, lisle, Wheaton and aurora.

as budgets have been slashed 
environmental education has been 
reduced in classrooms all around  
the region. Your support of The 
conservation foundation has filled that 
niche and made sure 2,500 students 
have gained exposure, knowledge and 
hopefully a sense of wonder at the 
natural world around them. 
By: Judy Fitchett and Jill Johnson

education Program
DoUblES YoUtH REaCHED 

 e D U c a T I o n  

Drought buster? nEED a

Time To geT your rain barrel

It only takes about a half hour of steady rainfall 
to fill up a rain barrel.  Get your rain 
barrel today to save what rain 
may fall and help your plants get 
through this hot, dry summer. 

The Conservation Foundation’s 
55-gallon rain barrels sell for 
$85 (includes tax) and are  
made of recycled food  
grade plastic.

Rain barrels are available  
for purchase at McDonald 
Farm on Thursday afternoons 
from 2pm to 4pm, or other 
arrangements can be made by 
calling 630-428-4500, Ext. 32.  

For more specifics on our rain barrels, how 
to use them and other sizes available, visit 
www.theconservationfoundation.org  

or give us a call.

NEW
Lower Price!
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Recognizing a MoDEl CitizEn

Mission is central to  
nEw aCCoUntant’S HobbY

“I would describe the winner 
of this year’s Paul butler 
Memorial award as nothing 
other than a model citizen,” 
stated brook McDonald, 
President/ceo as he 
announced the award at our 
Winter Membership Dinner. 
The “model citizen” he is 
referring to was Tom 
Richardson, long-time 
supporter and advisory 
council member of The 
conservation foundation 
and volunteer for just about 
every important 
environmental cause in 
DuPage county. 

Tom helps organize our  
earth Day benefit Dinner, 
volunteers as a Riverwatch 
River Monitor, has been 
instrumental in the annual 
DuPage River sweep, serves 

as conservation co-chair for the River 
Prairie group of the sierra club, and is 
the conservation chair of the Illinois 
Paddling council. He also co-chaired 
our 2006 DuPage county forest 
Preserve Referendum committee, which 
led to the public approving nearly $70 
million for open space acquisition and 
preserve improvements, and leads the 
salt creek committee of the DuPage 
River salt creek Workgroup, a sister 
organization of The conservation 
foundation. 

The Paul butler Memorial award  
is given annually to public-minded 
volunteers who support the cause of 
open space protection, cleaning up our 
rivers and streams, and the education  
of the public. There are few more 
deserving of this recognition than  
Tom Richardson.
Written by Brook McDonald and Jill Johnson

While she spends a considerable 
amount of time literally horsing 
around, the foundation’s new business 
Manager/accountant, ellen Hogate, 
cPa is as solid as a sawhorse when it 
comes to working on our finances. 
ellen comes to us with a master’s degree 
in accounting and several years of 
accounting and auditing experience 
with Deloitte & Touche. 

ellen grew up in st. charles and was 
very active in the equestrian community 
in Wayne. an avid horse enthusiast, she 
earned a scholarship to attend the 
University of south carolina and was a 
member of their two-time national 
championship equestrian team. Her 
horse “Dewey” is named after DuPage 
forest Preserve President D. “Dewey” 
Pierotti. ellen still resides in st. charles 

and is very excited to work for an 
organization with a mission she can 
personally relate to.

“I can’t imagine growing up in a place 
that didn’t have lots of open space  
and forest preserves to ride in,”  
ellen explains. “The conservation 
foundation’s mission and my personal 
mission are one and the same. I am so 
very excited to help the foundation 
grow in a sustainable manner and make 
sure all the finances continue to be 
managed well.” 

ellen’s office is at the McDonald farm in 
naperville. she can be reached at (630) 
428-4500, ext. 24 or ehogate@
theconservationfoundation.org.
Written by Brook McDonald and Jill Johnson

New Business Manager/Accountant, 
Ellen Hogate

Advisory Council Member and Paul Butler Memorial 
Award Winner Tom Richardson, Oak Brook



11www.theconservationfoundation.org    The Conservation Foundation    Summer 2012

 e V e n T s  a n D  P H I l a n T H R o P Y  

Upcoming art show 
USES lanDSCaPE 
PHotoGRaPHY aS a 
ConSERvation tool
When Robert McGinley and his siblings 
placed a conservation easement on  
their 425-acre Horizon farms property 
in barrington, it was the largest 
conservation easement ever recorded  
in the state of Illinois. McGinley’s own 
photography work played a large part in 
getting the easement, which is held by 
The conservation foundation, recorded. 

Robert will again use his talents to 
support local conservation as he plans to 
donate the proceeds of any photography 
pieces purchased by a foundation 
member in his upcoming art show. The 
show will be on display at la citadelle 
art Gallery in the arboretum of south 
barrington, Unit H-45, from october 6 
through December 6, 2012. There will 

be an opening reception 
october 6th at 7pm, and Mr. 
McGinley will give an artist 
Talk where he will discuss how 
he uses landscape photography 
as a conservation tool on 
october 8th at 7:30pm. 

Photographed at dawn and 
dusk on or near Horizon farms 
in barrington, the images 
present both an explosive and mysterious 
array of landscapes backlit by magic 
hour light and filtered by banks of 
clouds and fog. The exhibition will  
also include magic hour images from 
mountains in Utah and the great plains 
of Georgia. The collection, shot from 
2010 through 2012, highlights radical 

light expressions 
generated from dynamic 
weather patterns.

for more details please 
contact Robert McGinley 
at 310-399-1768 or 
Robert@traction.tv.
Written by Jill Johnson 

A record 452 esteemed guests turned out to celebrate 
our 40th Anniversary at the 2012 Earth Day Benefit 
Dinner held on April 19th. Throughout both the 
evening’s casual conversations and formal presentations 
there was a sense of looking backward and turning 
forward. A particularly moving video donated by  
Sikich Graphic Design & Marketing Services and brief 
addresses from past and present Foundation Board 
Presidents chronicled significant happenings in our 
storied history and celebrated all that has been 
accomplished through the generous support received 
over the years, including the preservation of 32,000 
acres of local open lands. A high point of the evening 
was when, in an inspiring display of commitment to the 
Foundation’s next 40 years, those in attendance that 
night gave more than $30,000 in about ten minutes!  

We would like to thank our generous table sponsors, 
listed here, and our silent auction donors, listed at 
www.theconservationfoundation.org.  We encourage 
you to patronize these businesses and help us recognize 
them for their loyal support.

Written by Jill Johnson

Tranquility by Robert McGinley

Treeline Shimmer by 
Robert McGinley

2012 bEnEFit DinnER a MilEStonE EvEnt
Platinum Sponsors:

• Betty Bradshaw
• S & E Bramsen Foundation
•  Christopher B. Burke  

Engineering, Ltd.
• Janet & James D’Ambrosio
• Itasca Bank & Trust Co.

• Molex Incorporated
• Sikich
• Spraying Systems, Inc.
• Kay Stephens
• Stephen & Liz Van Arsdell 

Gold Sponsors:
• Deloitte & Touche
• Harvest Graphics

• Integrated Graphics, Inc.

Silver Sponsors:
• Tim Kellogg / Brummel Realty
• Cardno JFNew
• Chapman & Cutler
• Pete & Kathie Connolly
• Day & Robert
• Jeff & Jennifer Duncan
• ENCAP, Inc.
•  Engineering Resource  

Associates, Inc
•  Forest Preserve District  

of DuPage County
•  Forest Preserve District  

of Kane County
•  Forest Preserve District  

of Will County
• Fox Valley Park District

• Gee-Schussler Insurance
• Geosyntec Consultants
• Jim & Sharon Huck
• Ice Miller
• Inland Real Estate Group
• Paul & Eileen LeFort
• Nicor
• Pizzo & Associates, Ltd.
• V3 Companies
• Edward Vendel
• Waste Management
• Wheaton Bank & Trust
• Wheaton Park District
• Wills Burke Kelsey
• Nancy Winter
• WRD Environmental
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Preserving the beautiful natural areas and protecting the rivers and streams in your community are 
important priorities for you and The Conservation Foundation. We know these areas are vital to our 
health and the health of our children and grandchildren. We work in your back yard, protecting the 
land where you live. We gain strength from nature and work hard to ensure it is protected and cared 
for.

There are a variety of ways to make a lasting contribution toward a better world and ensure that 
the environment is protected for generations to come. It is not always possible for an individual to 
make an outright gift, but the vast majority of us can make a bequest. Consider making a charitable 
donation to The Conservation Foundation by directing a donation in your will. This is a simple 
way to make a gift to your favorite charity and not impact your day-to-day finances. because bequests 
to The conservation foundation are generally exempt from federal and state inheritance taxes, and 
subject to unlimited deduction, you may find that a commitment through your will results in a 
larger donation than you might have thought possible.

 You can make a significant gift, supporting a charity you care for, and not impact your current 
financial situation. It is a way to turn your generosity into a gift that lasts forever.

For more information, including helpful language to insert into your will, please call  
Chere Hayes at 630-428-4500, Ext 17. 

What Will be 
Your Legacy?

th
e 

conservation


