THE

CONSERVATION

FOUNDATION

If you are a member, donor or volunteer, the sampling of accomplishments listed below illustrates the impact
your contributions have made on our environment, our children and our quality of life in 2011. Your support
will enable this important work to continue in 2012. THANK YOU!

2011 Year In Review
LAND






Purchased three separate riverfront parcels along River Street in Batavia, which the Batavia Park District
will “buy out” from us in the future, to open river views and enhance a biking/walking trail.
Assisted Will County Forest Preserve District by purchasing a 106-acre property to begin the DuPage River
Greenway, which will become a new forest preserve.
Received a 10-acre restored property in Plainfield as a donation.
Held nine restoration work days on conservation easement properties.
Began the Lower Fox River Land Conservation Planning Project to protect naturally significant lands in the
Kendall and LaSalle County portions of the Fox River Watershed.

WATERSHEDS








Collaborated with Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning and area stakeholders to complete watershed
protection plans for the Blackberry Creek and Ferson-Otter Creek Watersheds, both Fox River tributaries.
Completed Lower DuPage River Watershed plan and formed the Lower DuPage River Watershed
Coalition.
Published and distributed 25,000 copies of the Citizen’s Guide to Preserving the Fox River, a 48-page book about
the Fox River and ways to enjoy and protect it.
Through the DuPage River Salt Creek Workgroup (DRSCW), oversaw removal of the Churchill Woods
Dam.
Hosted two chloride (road salt) reduction workshops for municipal and private snow-fighting operators.

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT



Hosted 200 participants for Beyond the Basics: The Evolution of Stormwater Best Management Practices, the third
seminar in the Beyond the Basics series on stormwater best management practices.
Showcased the McDonald Farm Renewable Energy and Water Conservation Demonstration Project at the
Foundation’s headquarters in Naperville at several open houses, lectures and tours.

EDUCATION




Expanded youth programs at McDonald Farm and in schools to reach more than 1,000 students from preschool to middle school age.
Reached more than 500 middle school students in five different schools through the Mighty Acorns
program.

CONSERVATION@HOME




Certified dozens of residences and commercial sites including Lewis University.
Sold our 6,000th rain barrel (and more) to individuals and through municipal rain barrel programs.
Staff presented the Conservation@Home program to more than 3,000 people at more than 75 events and
locations, including the Chicago Flower & Garden Show and several area corporations and colleges.

PEOPLE AND THE ORGANIZATION



Completed the creation of a Strategic Plan to guide the organization over the next five years.
Closed out a successful Capital Campaign to raise $3 million for land protection.
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