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Who is the Attainable Housing Alliance?

AHA is an Illinois non-profit government affairs 
organization representing the three major home builder 

associations in Northeastern Illinois.

AHA advocates for government policies, 
regulations, fees and codes that encourage 

and protect affordability of housing.
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Strong Housing Market Means 
Shared Prosperity

The Home Building Industry accounts for 15% of 
the national economy.  

Higher Employment Rate

Larger Income & Residential 
Tax Base

Vibrant Commercial Market

No secret 

that we are in the 

worst housing 

market in more 

than 15 years.
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National House Starts

*Strategy Planning

50% reduction 
between 2005 

and 2008
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Affordability Gap:

$200,000

The affordability gap 
in 2006 = $62,170

$273,500 
in 2006

$211,330
in 2006

Median Price

Affordable Price

Home Builders must close the gap

$300,000

$100,000

*Strategy Planning

The Growing Affordability Gap

In 1980’s a median priced home was 
2.9 times median household income.

Today, a median priced home is 
3.6 times median household income
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Home Builder Dilemma

• While 75% of new home buyers say they 
want energy efficiency, only 18% say they 
will pay extra for it.

• Buyer demand is shifting away from 
traditional suburban neighborhoods to

– Walkable neighborhoods

– Smaller homes on smaller lots

– Attached housing

*Robert Charles Lesser & Co. Research and Development

Conservation & Development
Not Mutually Exclusive

• Seminar grew out of discussions 
between Northern Illinois Home 
Builders Association and Conservation 
Foundation

• Opportunity to find common ground on 
key challenges

• Requires shift in builder products and 
processes
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Working Together

• Agreed upon standards (BMPs, 
ordinances, etc.)

• Better public education and proper 
marketing

• Mutual understanding of appropriate 
situations to apply conservation design 

• Balance between costs and benefits

Getting Local Governments and Developers On the Same Page

Questions?

1845 W. Army Trail Road  - Addison, Illinois 60101
www.ahabuilder.com | ph 630.932.2304 | fax 630.932.2307


