
 

 

We save land. 
 
We save rivers. 

 

About The Conservation Foundation 

Established in 1972 by business and community leaders, The Conservation Foundation is a 

not-for-profit land and watershed protection organization serving northeastern Illinois.  The 

mission of the Foundation is to preserve open space and natural lands, protect rivers and 

watersheds, and promote stewardship of the environment.  The support of more than 4,000 

members and 500 volunteers helps us achieve our mission every day.  Our main office is 

located at the 60-acre McDonald Farm in Naperville, and we also have a program office in 

Montgomery. 

The Conservation Foundation 
10S404 Knoch Knolls Rd., Naperville     P630-428-4500     F630-428-4599 

 

www.theconservationfoundation.org 

The Conservation Foundation’s Dayton Bluffs 

Preserve is located where I-80 crosses the Fox 

River, and is also adjacent to Route 71, a major 

road in the area. The land is adjacent to the cor-

porate limits of the City of Ottawa. The entire 

property up for sale was 415 acres, with about 

half of it being farmed. The other half is made 

up of high quality wooded slopes and unique 

ravines along the river. The ecological quality 

of the site has earned it praise from a 1999 

study, and is why it has been identified as a 

priority property in the Lower Fox River Land 

Conservation Plan. The Dayton Bluffs property has a floristic quality index of 59, which 

is considered of statewide importance. There were no state, county or local public agen-

cies in a position to purchase this land at the present time.  

 

The Conservation Foundation purchased most of the property in July 2013 for $2.1 

million.  The new 253-acre Dayton Bluffs Preserve, which includes about a mile of 

river frontage, wooded slopes, ravines and some of the farmland, will make a nice 

natural preserve for area residents.  

 

The Conservation Foundation received substantial assistance from the Illinois Clean  

Energy Community Foundation, Grand Victoria Foundation, and the Hamill Family  

Foundation. These organizations helped us raise the funds necessary for the purchase. We 

still need about $150,000 to turn the current farmland into natural area and begin remov-

ing non-native and invasive plants from the woods.  

 

The property will be designated as a Land & Water Reserve with the Illinois Nature Pre-

serves Commission. That designation will allow passive recreational uses (hiking,  

biking, bird watching, etc.) and picnicking facilities. Long-term ownership will remain 

with The Conservation Foundation, and the Foundation will serve as the site’s ecological 

manager. Daily public access will be managed by the City of Ottawa, which will lease the 

property and use it as a park facility.  
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Project: The Dayton Bluffs Park preserves 253 

acres and one mile of riverfront along the Fox River.  

The land has been purchased by TCF for approximately 

$2.1 million.  Of the 253 acres, approximately 178 

acres are forested and 75 acres are farmland/fields. The 

city of Ottawa will lease the land and be responsible for 

general maintenance, security and daily public access.   

 

Restoration:  TCF will be responsible for  the initial 

3-year restoration, which will cost an additional 

$200,000. The restoration plan focuses on invasive 

species removal in the woodlands and soil stabilization 

and weed control in the open fields. The open fields 

will be allowed to revert back to woodlands over time 

through a managed plant and forest succession process. 

Restoration funds are currently being raised and it is 

the hope the Ottawa community will help provide some 

of those funds. 

 

Collaboration: This type of public/pr ivate collabo-

ration between a city and TCF has never been done 

before now.  Ottawa does not currently have a large 

natural area park and this will forward the city’s goal of 

becoming a Green City.  

Facts About The Dayton Bluffs Preserve 

Key features: The land has been heralded as high in quality by ecologists 

for having 162 species of plants with a Floristic Quality Index of 59.  Anything 

rated more than a 50 FQI is considered of statewide significance. It also has 

layers of glacial deposits over shale which is different from the prevailing local 

sandstone bluffs along the river. The park will be a designated Land and Water 

Reserve by the Illinois Nature Preserves Commission. Several important arche-

ological sites have been discovered on the property, including Native Ameri-

can mounds and campsites.  These will be preserved along with the land. 

 

How the public can participate:  

 Volunteer to help maintain the land. An initial three year restoration effort 

is planned. 

 Although the land will not be open to the public until sometime in 2014, 

future plans for the property include a bike path, trails and possible picnic 

areas for public enjoyment. It will also be a prime educational site for 

nearby students and citizens to learn about local ecology and history. 


